ASSVC CONSTITUTION

SKAGIT VALLEY COLLEGE

Mount Vernon, Washington 98273

We the students of Skagit Valley College, in order to provide a means of self-government, and to promote our general educational, cultural, and material welfare, do hereby submit ourselves to be governed by the Constitution and its By-Laws.

ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Associated Students of Skagit Valley College (ASSVC).

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

The purpose of this organization shall be to encourage, promote, and regulate the activities of the students of the college, and their organizations within the terms of the Authorities and Powers stipulated in this Constitution and it By-Laws.

ARTICLE III

AUTHORITIES AND POWERS

Article 3, Section 1: Establishing Authority
This association is established under the authority granted by the Board of Trustees of Skagit Valley College, hereafter referred to as the “Board of Trustees.”

Article 3, Section 2: Granted Authority and Power
The authorities and powers granted to the ASSVC by the Board of Trustees shall be exercised by the Student Legislature of the association or by its delegation to agents or agencies established under this Constitution and its By-Laws.

Article 3, Section 3: Presidential Disapproval
The actions of ASSVC shall be subject to veto by the President of Skagit Valley College.  A Presidential veto shall be submitted to the ASSVC in writing and may be appealed to the Board of Trustees.

Article 3, Section 4: Services Rendered
All services rendered to ASSVC or its subsidiary agents, agencies, or organizations by members, or ownership of assets, are vested in the ASSVC.

ARTICLE IV

MEMBERSHIP

Article 4, Section 1: Active Membership
Any Student enrolled at Skagit Valley College, upon payment of tuition shall be referred to as an Active Member of the ASSVC and shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges pertaining there unto.

Article 4, Section 2: Ex-Officio Membership

Members of the Board of Trustees, their administrative officer, the faculty, and the staff of the college, shall be granted Ex-Officio Membership in the association.

Article 4, Section 3: Termination of Membership

Membership is terminated when:

A.  Active member is no longer enrolled.

B.  Ex-Officio member is no longer affiliated with the college.
ARTICLE V

GOVERNING BODIES

Article 5, Section 1: The Executive Branch
The officers of the Executive Branch of the association shall be District President, Vice-Presidents of MVC and WIC legislative boards, District Secretary, and District Treasurer. 

Article 5, Section 2: Legislative Branch

The Legislative Branch of the association shall be known as the Student Legislature.  Its membership and duties shall be in accordance with the Constitution and its By-Laws of the association.

ARTICLE VI

QUORUM
Two-thirds of the total-voting members serving in the Legislative Branch shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VII

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL

A.   The student body shall have the rights of initiative, referendum, and recall.

B.  Any member of the Executive or Legislative Branches may be recalled from office for dereliction of duties or misuse of delegated authority.

ARTICLE VIII

ADMINISTRATIVE INTERPRETATION OF CONSTITUION AND BYLAWS

Any active member of this association may request the President of ASSVC to provide an interpretation of this Constitution or its By-Laws.

A.  The request must be in writing.

B.  The Constitutional Review Committee shall render interpretation.

C.  The Constitutional Review Committee shall consist of the Parliamentarian if appointed, and an administrator appointed by the college President, and no less than four student members including a chair.
D.  Interpretation must be rendered within one week.

E.  Interpretation may be appealed to the President of the College.

F.  The decision of the ASSVC is final, pending the College President’s approval.

ARTICLE IX

RULES OF ORDER

Except as otherwise provided for in this Constitution and By-Laws, the current revision of Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the basis for conducting the parliamentary activities of the association and its Legislative Branch.

ARTICLE X

BYLAWS

The By-Laws of this association shall be the lawful means by which the precepts of this Constitution shall be implemented.

ARTICLE XI

AMENDMENTS

Article 11, Section 1: Amendment by Ballot

Articles of amendment, or amendments, to specific portions of this Constitution and its By-Laws may be placed on the official ASSVC ballot by a two-thirds vote of the Legislative Branch or by a petition signed by 10% of the Active Members of the association.

Article 11, Section 2: Notice of Amendment
Proposed amendments shall be publicized for two weeks prior to being acted upon by the Legislative Branch.

Article 11, Section 3: Amendment Adoption

Proposed amendments shall be adopted by a favorable two-thirds vote of the Legislative Branch.

ARTICLE XII

RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION AND ITS BYLAWS

Upon the ratification of this Constitution and its By-Laws, all other preceding Constitutions and By-Laws will become null and void.

Date of Ratification: January 1991

Amended: May 1994

Amended: February 2000

Amended: June 2000

Amended: January 2009
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