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Fall quarter is in full swing, and our campuses and centers are vibrant hubs 
of activity as we welcome many new students, faculty, and staff to Skagit 
Valley College for the 2024-2025 academic year. I am pleased to present the 
newest issue of Currents, highlighting the remarkable accomplishments of our 
students, faculty, and staff. 

Within this publication, we highlight uplifting stories that underscore our 
unwavering commitment to student success. The Around the Americas project 
demonstrates the innovative spirit of our Marine Technology students and 
faculty. Additionally, you will find inspiring tales like that of Cesar Osornio 
Ramos, who received his associate’s degree from SVC and transferred to the 
University of Washington as a McIntyre Scholarship recipient. We also celebrate 
SVC Alumni, Judge Cecily Hazelrigg, who exemplifies resilience in overcoming 
significant challenges, showcasing the diverse strengths of our student body. 

I am also honored to acknowledge the outstanding contributions of the Skagit 
Valley College Foundation highlighted in the 2023-2024 Annual Report. With 
an impressive 410 scholarships awarded this year totaling more than one 
million dollars, annual donations of $3,586,866.00, and a current invested 
endowment of over $23,000,000 to support SVC students and college 
programs, the Foundation’s impact is truly transformative!

With SVC’s centennial year approaching in 2026, stay tuned for details on 
significant events commemorating this remarkable legacy. The festivities kick 
off in fall 2025 and culminate in December 2026. 

I look forward to another incredible year focused on teaching and learning, 
student success, and continuing to foster strong connections within our 
community. 

 With gratitude,

Dr. Christopher Villa 
President of Skagit Valley College

skagit.edu

CONNECT 
WITH THE 

PRESIDENT
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To support the expedition:  
foundation@skagit.edu | 360.416.3229

oneislandoneocean oneisland.oneocean

oneislandoneocean

follow One Ocean…

oneislandoneocean.com

Mike Beemer, Jennifer Dalton, and Captain Mark Schrader

Captain Mark Schrader grew up far 
from the ocean on a farm in Nebraska. 
At a young age, his family moved to 
the California coast and he became 
fascinated with the ocean and ultimately 
a boat captain later in life.

Sailing around North and South America 
in one journey is an incredible feat. Mark 
conceptualized this expedition after he 
single-handedly circumnavigated the 
globe twice. He wanted to share what 
he had seen and experienced in those 
thousands of sea miles. This ignited a 
new idea.

In 2009, Mark drew a circle around North 
and South America and decided to sail 
that route with educators, scientists, and 
crew, to emphasize the fact that it was 
one island surrounded by one ocean. The 
expedition, named Around the Americas 
(ATA), became a 14-month sailing 
expedition which concluded in 2010.

Schrader, now working with local 
educator, Jennifer Dalton, leads the 
second ATA expedition launching in May 
2025 from Anacortes, Wash.

Skagit Valley College is serving as a lead 
partner in the project through various 
program partners including SVC’s marine 
technology program. The program serves 
more than 50 students studying for 
their associate’s degree or certificates 
in marine maintenance technology, 
marine electrical technician, and marine 
mechanical technician.

Throughout the fall and winter, these 
students are refitting the 48-foot Ketch, 
One Ocean, in preparation for the 
expedition. Currently, One Ocean is 

dry docked at the center and students 
are working on the boat to replace the 
engine, electronics, and other onboard 
systems while learning about rigging.

“This project will have a large educational 
impact on SVC students,” said Mike 
Beemer, SVC marine technology 
instructor. “Over the next six months, 
our students will complete necessary 
projects and later follow along once the 
boat sets sail.”

While on a much larger scale, Mike 
said the project is similar to others that 
students in the Marine Technology 
program have worked on over the years.

Jennifer added that students from other 
universities and local school districts will 
learn and contribute to the expedition on 
all levels including educational outreach 
and onboard scientific data collection.

“The collaborative education outreach 
immediately connects and impacts 
more than 50,000 students before the 
expedition departs,” added Jennifer. “It 
will include live broadcasts, social media, 
educational videos, school visits, and 
in-person presentations.”

The SVC Foundation is collaborating to 
provide fiduciary support for the funding 
of the project. Currently, $475,000 has 
been donated with a goal of $970,000 

One Island One Ocean

to help with necessary refits, equipment, 
pre-voyage planning, post voyage 
summaries, and the boat acquisition.

“Local support is the key to the success 
of this effort,” said Mark.

According to Mark, the goal of the 
ATA expeditions is “to highlight the 
importance of a healthy ocean for all 
living creatures on the planet.”

All scientific data collected on the 
expedition will be available open-source 
and shared with scientists, educators, 
students, and ocean enthusiasts. 

While on the expedition, the ATA team 
will make 52 stops throughout both North 
and South America including locations 
through Canada, U.S., Argentina, Chile, 
Peru, Mexico, and others. At each stop, an 
open education curriculum and outreach 
component will be shared in multiple 
languages including English, Spanish, 
and Portuguese.

The first stop is Victoria, B.C. to 
participate in the International Seaweed 
Symposium and continue on through 
the Northwest Passage to Brazil’s 
COP30 Climate Change Conference in 
November 2025. The expedition will 
navigate around Cape Horn and sail 
along the west coast of South America 
before completing the 14-month 
circumnavigation back to Anacortes in 
June 2026.

The ATA crew includes Mark, Jennifer, 
Mike, and two student interns as well 
as various scientists throughout the 
expedition. 

COVER STORY

SAILING AROUND THE AMERICAS

SVC Marine Technology program students Saundra de Montano 
and Maxi Polihronakis prepare “One Ocean” for its journey. CURRENTS | 3



It is amazing 
to lead the 
direction of 
the program…

Cardinal Achievement Program

and Summer BridgE
Cardinal Achievement Program (CAP) is 
a new initiative at Skagit Valley College 
created to directly address success 
outcomes, completion rates, and other 
equity gaps for 200 students. CAP 
coaches create and provide personalized 
coaching and mentoring throughout a 
student’s college career, with academic 
interventions when needed, and 
connections to campus and the larger 
SVC community. CAP also leads the 
Summer Bridge cohort program for 
approximately 70 recent local high school 
graduates.

Cardinal Achievement
Program (CAP)
CAP was developed under the leadership 
of Yadira Rosales, Vice President 
of Equity and Inclusion at SVC. The 
program’s primary goal is to provide 
tailored support for marginalized student 
populations and improve completion 
rates for underserved groups.

“As part of our student success and DEI 
strategic priorities, SVC President Dr. 
Christopher Villa’s goal was to create a 
program that would capture students 
who may not qualify for federal support,” 
Yadira shared. “It is amazing to lead the 
direction of the program with Dr. Villa’s 
vision. Programs like this make our 
college more accessible and provide the 
necessary support for our community of 
students.”

Launched in January 2024, CAP is 
funded by Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
legislative funding. It is part of a broader 
effort to create sustainable interventions 
to ensure equitable access to academic 
resources and promote long-term student 
success.  

To be eligible for CAP, a student must 
identify as first-generation, graduate from 
an Island, San Juan, or Skagit County 
high school, and plan to attend SVC in the 
fall after graduation.   

resources to navigate this critical 
transition. It provides personalized 
success coaching, college navigation 
mentoring, and introductions to important 
campus resources. 

Summer Bridge engages in culturally 
relevant curriculum that emphasizes 

Summer Bridge 
Program: Supporting 
the Transition from 
High School to College
A key component of CAP is the Summer 
Bridge program, which focuses on 
local high school seniors 
preparing for the transition 
to college. Designed 
specifically for first-
generation and 
underrepresented 
students, the 
Summer Bridge 
program offers 
essential tools and 

For more information  
about CAP or the 
Summer Bridge:

CAPSUMMER 
BRIDGE

college success skills. In addition to 
academic preparation, students receive 
assistance with technology setup, degree 
planning, and access to support services 
such as Disability Access Services and 
TRiO. Students also earn two free college 
credits, giving them an academic head 
start and boosting their confidence as 
they begin their college journey. 

“The success of the Summer Bridge 
program is evident in its retention 
rates—none of the participating students 
dropped out during the transition to 
the fall quarter,” said Veronica Perez, 
Cardinal Achievement Program Manager. 
“It’s amazing seeing our students’ bond 
so quickly in two short weeks. They are 
already planning a reunion because they 
want to see each other again.” 

CAP and Summer Bridge plays a crucial 
role in helping SVC achieve its goal of 
becoming an official Hispanic-Serving 
Institution by 2025, which requires that at 
least 25 percent of the full-time equivalent 
(FTE) undergraduate student enrollment  
be Hispanic.  

“ “
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Making His Mark
Cesar has many fond memories of his 
time at SVC but a few stand out. 

“Participating in undergraduate research 
gave me an edge over other students 
because I was able to learn multiple 
concepts that I wasn’t familiar with and 
it later helped me in my classes,” said 
Cesar. “It was a fun way for me to actively 
learn.” 

Cesar also started the Latinos in STEM 
club and served as president of the club. 

“It was a great way to get to know other 
Latino students studying STEM,” said 
Cesar. 

Ramos was awarded SVC’s prestigious 
Lewis Award which is given to the 
overall outstanding graduating student 
at the MV campus. He was also named 
one of four SVC students on the 2023 
All-Washington Academic Team which 
recognizes and honors the state’s finest 
higher education students. 

Feeling the Support
There are several staff and faculty that 
stand out to Cesar during his time, many 
instrumental in his success. His mentors 
and supporters include biology instructor 
Dr. Brian Brady, counselor Julie Kunz, 
English instructor Tina Mohler, and 
chemistry instructor Roxanne Hulet. 

“They were so easy to approach,” said 
Cesar. “Every time I encountered any of 
them, I knew I could count on them.” 

These mentors encouraged Cesar to 
apply for scholarships. Ultimately, he 
earned four scholarships including the 
prestigious Sidney S. McIntyre, Jr. Skagit 
Valley College Memorial Scholarship.

Striving for Success
His advice to current SVC students is to 
rely on others.

“During my first year, I struggled a lot and 
wanted to do everything by myself,” said 
Cesar. “When I started to rely on other 
people and acknowledge that I can’t do 
everything on my own, I found the most 
success at my time at Skagit.”

He also recommends to learn from your 
failures and to use them as a learning 
experience.

Cesar is now a biology major at the 
University of Washington in his senior 
year. He plans to attend medical school 
and become an anesthesiologist. He also 
has dreams of joining a branch of the 
military so he can actively serve others. 
But for now, he’s focusing on one quarter 
at a time.

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T

The Journey
Born and raised in Tijuana, Mexico, Cesar 
Osornio Ramos moved the U.S. in 2019 at 
the age of 16 with his family to Oak Harbor, 
Wash. Before he graduated high school, 
he wasn’t sure what he wanted to do but 
knew he wanted to do something different.  

“My parents encouraged me to pursue 
college and a career but we didn’t have 
the economic means to go to a university,” 
said Cesar. “An advisor at my high school 
recommended that I go to Skagit.”  

Cesar had no idea what a community 
college was and that it was an affordable 
option. 

“Going to a university was my end goal,” 
said Cesar. “I thought to myself that I 
would work really hard at a community 
college and earn a transfer degree then 
move on to a university.” 

After graduating from high school, Cesar 
enrolled at SVC’s Whidbey Island campus 
to pursue a degree in the STEM field. In 
high school, he had taken an engineering 
class that sparked his interest in STEM. 

After his first quarter at SVC, Cesar 
learned that his mom was diagnosed with 
leukemia.  

“That changed my whole perspective 
on how I could help people,” said Cesar. 
“Because of my mom’s health condition, I 
decided to pursue pre-medicine.” 

Onward and Upward: Cesar’s Story

ALUMNI
SKAGIT  VALLEY  COLLEGE

skagitfoundation.org/alumni
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In a candid interview, Cecily Hazelrigg, 
Acting Chief Judge of Division One at 
the Washington State Court of Appeals, 
shares insights from her journey to the 
bench, beginning with community college 
and culminating in a distinguished career 
in law. Here, she discusses mentorship, 
community, and representation in  
legal spaces.  

Q: Could you start by introducing 
yourself and sharing a bit about  
your background?

A: I am Judge Cecily C. Hazelrigg.  
I was elected to this position in 2018 
after a contested race across four 
counties: Skagit, Whatcom, Island, and 
San Juan. Before taking the bench, I 
was a public defender in Skagit County, 
handling a range of criminal cases, 
and had practiced immigration law in 
Whatcom County. I started at SVC’s 
Whidbey campus during high school, later 
transferring to the paralegal program at 
the Mount Vernon campus. From there,  
I went to Western Washinton University 
and then on to law school at Gonzaga.

Q: What factors influenced your decision 
to start your college career at Skagit 
Valley College? Were there specific 
programs or opportunities that  
attracted you?

A: I became a mom at 19 and needed 
credentials quickly in order to support 
my child. My stepdad reminded me 
that I had been interested in being a 
lawyer when I was younger, and Skagit’s 
paralegal program seemed like a great fit. 
It allowed me to jump start a legal career 
without the overwhelming commitment 
of high tuition and many years of higher 
education.

Q: How did your education at the 
community college influence your 
decision to pursue a career in law?

A: The faculty were amazing. Director 
Ted Maloney ensured that our instructors 
were all local paralegals or attorneys, 
bringing practical experience into the 
classroom. I worked with Nancy Ivarinen, 
an attorney who emphasized community 
service and pro bono work, which had a 
big impact on me. Her mentorship was 
invaluable, especially since she was also 
a first-generation attorney.

Q: Can you describe your journey from 
community college to becoming an 
appellate court judge?

A: At 19, law school felt unattainable  
due to the time and expense, but  
mentors helped me set manageable 
goals and encouraged me to keep going. 
I was always pulled to public service,  
but I imagined civil legal aid. Later, 
my focus shifted to immigration law, 
then public defense, in order to serve 
marginalized communities.

Being a judge wasn’t ever on my radar; 
mostly because, as a first-generation 
Chicana lawyer, I didn’t see anyone on 
the bench with a background like mine. 
But I realized I could contribute in broader 
ways and that my unique voice could be 
an asset to our judiciary.

Q: How did your time at community 
college prepare you for law school  
and your legal career?

A: SVC gave me significant advantages; 
I had hands-on experience with legal 
research and court processes, which 
set me apart from many of my law 
school peers. The rigorous paralegal 
program prepared me for later academic 
challenges.

Q: As an appellate court judge, 
what unique perspectives has your 
community college experience  
brought to your role?

A: Community college grounded me in…
community. My work is not just about 
lawyers and trial judges; the people at the 
heart of these cases are our neighbors. 
SVC does a great job of fostering 
connections both on-and off-campus.

Q: What advice would you give to 
current community college students 
interested in pursuing a career in law?

A: Find mentors. If you see someone 
doing work that interests you, invite them 
for coffee and ask how they got there. 
People like sharing their expertise, and in 
my experience, are often generous with 
their time.

Q: How has your family’s relationship 
with the community college shaped  
your or their educational and  
career aspirations?

A: My mom began at a community college 
in south Texas as a first-generation 
Mexican American woman in college in the 
1960s, it is a legacy we value.  My older 
child, also a single parent, chose SVC for 
its supportive environment; they’re now 
completing a bachelor’s in psychology 
with a minor in human development and 
planning for grad school. My younger 
daughter recently started at SVC, opting to 
stay home and earn her associate’s before 
she continues on her own academic path.

Judge Hazelrigg’s story demonstrates 
the power of community colleges in 
shaping legal careers and emphasizes 
overcoming barriers through dedication 
and mentorship.

From Community College to the Appellate Court: 
A Conversation with Judge Cecily Hazelrigg
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Skagit Valley College (SVC) celebrated 
the grand opening of its new Fire 
Technology Building on May 15 at the 
Mount Vernon campus. The new facility 
is specifically designed to support the 
college’s long-standing Fire Protection 
Technology program.

For more than 20 years, the Fire 
Protection Technology program has 
provided students with the education and 
training necessary for successful careers 
in firefighting.  

Previously housed in temporary facilities, 
the new Fire Technology Building is a 
modern, permanent learning environment 
where students learn through hands-on 
experience.  

The new building features one large-bay 
parking garage to accommodate the 
program’s fire truck, a modern classroom 
and laboratory space, and dedicated 
storage for essential equipment and 
firefighting gear. The design reflects 
a model fire station, offering students 
a realistic environment to hone their 
firefighting skills.  

“The new facility is a significant upgrade 
for our fire program,” said Patricia Binion, 
fire protection technology instructor. 
“Our students now have a true firehouse 
learning environment for training. The 

space allows students to see this facility 
as their own, and that makes all the 
difference in their dedication and focus.”  

The project aligns with the goals outlined 
in SVC’s 15-year Master Plan, specifically 
the focus on providing students with 
the resources and facilities needed to 
achieve their educational goals and 
seamlessly transition into the workforce 
as qualified firefighters.  

“The new building is the culmination of 
years of work – specifically by the former 
department chair of the Fire Science 
program, Patrick McVicker,” said Darren 
Greeno, vice president of academic 
affairs. “Pat’s tireless dedication to the 
program and his vision to construct a 
facility capable of equipping students 
with the skills needed to be professional 
firefighters has resulted in the building 
we see today.”

About the Fire 
Protection Technology 
Associate’s Degree
The Fire Protection Technology Associate 
of Applied Science (AAS) degree program 
is designed to prepare students for entry-
level firefighter positions. The program 
equips students with the knowledge, 
certifications, and professional affiliations 
valued by fire service leaders.  

For more information about SVC’s Fire Protection Technology program,  
skagit.edu/fire-science

Fire
Technology
Building
Grand Opening
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ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents	  $1,932,327 
Pledges receivable	  $39,818
Advances due from Skagit Valley College	  $225,303
Cash held for endowment	  $597,619
Investments	  $23,000,317
Property and equipment, net	  $3,022,977
Other assets	  $4,584 
TOTAL ASSETS:	  $28,822,945 

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities	  $21,863
Advances due to Skagit Valley College	  $286,450
Deferred sponsorship support	  $88,313
Tenant security deposits and prepaid rent	  $35,759
Passthrough funds held as agent	  $19,410
TOTAL LIABILITIES:	  $451,795

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions	
Board designated – endowment	  $1,781,908 
Board designated – endow., operating resrv.	  $96,743 
Board designated – Campus View Village	  $1,676,547 
Board designated – Booster Club	  $333,001 
Undesignated	  $2,041,260 
Total Without Donor Restrictions	  $5,929,459 
With Donor Restrictions	  $22,441,691 
Total Net Assets	  $28,371,150  
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	  $28,822,945  

Statement of Financial Position 
June 30, 2024

Annual Report

RAISED IN CASH, PLEDGES,  
AND IN-KIND GIFTS

AWARDED TO SUPPORT 
VITAL COLLEGE PROGRAMS 
AND FUNDS FOR STUDENTS

IN SCHOLARSHIPS  
AWARDED

2023-24

Kathleen Petrzelka
Executive Director SVC Foundation

Thank you for your steadfast support of the Skagit Valley College Foundation.  
I am honored to share that for the 2023-24 academic year, we awarded more 
than $1 million in scholarships to SVC students. As we celebrate nearly half a 
century of impact, your partnership and generosity have been instrumental in 
building our endowments to more than $23,000,000, enabling us to meet the 
immediate and diverse needs of our students through scholarships,  
emergency funds, and childcare assistance. 
Your contributions, including generous in-kind donations to our professional-
technical programs, have directly facilitated student success at SVC. As we 
approach the centennial celebration of Skagit Valley College in the fall of 2025, 
we are reminded of the transformational power of education and the role your 
contributions play in shaping the futures of our students and their families. 
We are deeply grateful for your partnership as we continue to provide hope 
and opportunity. Together, we are changing lives and enriching our community.  

Thank you for being a part of this enduring legacy.
Vhari Rust-Clark President

SVC Foundation Board of Governors 
Skagit Regional Health, Senior Practice 

Manager of Medical Specialties

$3.4MMORE 
THAN $608KMORE 

THAN $1MMORE 
THAN

The Platinum seal is the highest possible 
rating attainable by a nonprofit organization, 
and indicates that the SVC Foundation and its 
programs exceed nonprofit industry standards. 
This prestigious designation sets the SVC 
Foundation apart in demonstrating our ethical 
and transparent practices to the public.
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Athletics Scholarships
$97,196 awarded to 127 student-athletes

At 34, Rebecca Castaneda exemplifies 
resilience and determination. After 
leaving high school as a teen to care 
for her six younger siblings and her 
own first child, she completed her high 
school diploma through Skagit Valley 
College’s High School and Beyond 
program. 

Now, as a mother of three,  
she is pursuing her dream of becoming 
a nurse to provide a better life for 
herself and her family. 

At just 17, Rebecca began working 
two jobs to support her family after 
her parents were no longer around. 
She legally adopted her siblings at 18, 
providing them stability and keeping 
her family intact. 

“I gave up my dream to be a nurse to 
raise my family,” Rebecca reflected. 
“Now that they are grown,  
I realize it’s never too late.” 

After earning her diploma, Rebecca 
began her nursing prerequisites at 
SVC. With the help of scholarships like 
Champions of Diversity in 2007, and 
more recently, the Leo Guggemos 
Scholarship and Sharon Cole-
Waldschmidt Scholarship, she can 
focus on her studies. 

“These scholarships mean the world to 
me,” she said. “The support helps make 
my dream a reality.” 

Rebecca’s unwavering dedication to 
her family and career embodies the 
compassion and perseverance of the 
SVC community. 

More Than 
$1 Million 
in Student 
Scholarships

Angus Nelson, a member of Skagit Valley 
College’s men’s basketball team and an 
international student from Melbourne, 
Australia, came to SVC eager to take on 
new challenges. Trading the beaches 
of Australia for the Pacific Northwest, 
he brought with him athletic skills and 
the resilience he gained through his 
experience in beach rescues and first 
aid that taught him to face life’s 
unpredictable challenges. 

“Moving to Skagit Valley College 
was one of the biggest challenges 
of my life,” Angus 
shared. “But 
I knew it 
was an 
opportunity 
to push 
myself 
outside my 
comfort zone.” 

On the basketball 
court, Angus is a leader, 
helping boost the Cardinals’ 
performance. Beyond sports, 
his leadership extends to 

academics and sharing his Australian 
culture with teammates while learning 
from the diverse backgrounds of his 
peers at SVC. 

Angus is pursuing a business degree 
with a focus on corporate accounting and 
finance. His passion for finance started in 
Australia, where he studied economics. 

He plans to use his education 
to address social and financial 
inequities. 

In addition to an athletic 
scholarship, Angus is the recipient 
of the Sidney and Fosma Rood 

Scholarship, Angus feels grateful 
for the opportunity to 

thrive. “Receiving 
these scholarships 
has truly been life-
changing,” he said.. 

Skagit Valley College’s welding program 
recently received a substantial boost 
through a donation of $30,000 worth of 
steel plate and carbon material from 
T BAILEY, INC. T BAILEY, INC. is a leader 
in the Northwest’s heavy-civil, industrial 
construction, and heavy steel fabrication 
sectors.

This generous contribution provides 
students with high-quality materials 
crucial for advanced welding and cutting 
processes, enabling instructors to design 
class projects and industry-specific lab 
assignments with diverse and thicker 
materials that are costly and hard to 
obtain. These materials enhance the 
experience for welding students, better 
preparing them for careers in the field. 

Opportunity for Excellence:
T BAILEY, Inc. donates $30,000 in materials to  
Skagit Valley College welding program 

Beyond material support, T BAILEY, INC. 
partners serve on the welding program’s 
advisory committee, collaborating 
with faculty to develop a specialized 
curriculum that facilitates students’ 
transition from education to industry. 
T BAILEY, INC. currently employs four 
graduates from SVC’s Class of 2024.

John Burton, T BAILEY, INC’s. fabrication 
and hiring manager, frequently visits the 
SVC welding lab, sharing his expertise 
in metal fabrication and welding 
techniques. Welding instructor Matt 
Williams expressed gratitude for Burton’s 
involvement and mentorship. “The 
students really enjoy when John visits 
the classroom,” said Matt. “He is very 
generous with his time; we feel extremely 
lucky to have John’s support and look 
forward to working with T BAILEY, INC. 
for years to come.”

Annual Report
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Christopher Palacios’  
Path to Senior Engineering Specialist
Christopher Palacios is a proud graduate 
of the SVC Class of 2024. Christopher 
faced challenges of balancing life as 
a full-time student in SVC’s Diesel 
Technology program, a full-time 
employee, and a parent. 

Despite these demands, he successfully 
transitioned to become a senior 
engineering specialist in the Climatic 
Chassis Dyno Group at PACCAR 
Technical Center, thanks to the vital 
support from the SVC Foundation’s 
Student Emergency and Childcare 
Assistance Fund. 

Financial challenges were a constant 
during his academic journey, with a daily 
routine that included classes from 7 
a.m. to noon and work from 1 p.m. until 
midnight.

The high cost of childcare nearly 
derailed his educational ambitions, but 
Christopher’s resolve never wavered. 

Transforming 
Dental Care  
in Tribal 
Communities
Dana Marie Obey, a single mother 
and member of the Sault Ste Marie of 
Chippewa Indians, is a member of the 
first cohort enrolled in SVC’s Dental 
Therapy Education Program. This 
innovative program, in partnership 
with the Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community, addresses oral health 
disparities among American Indian  
and Alaska Native populations.  

Dana’s journey faced significant 
hurdles, including housing instability, 
urgent car repair, and health issues, 
which nearly halted her studies. The 
SVC Foundation’s Student Emergency 
Fund provided crucial support during 
this time, helping her secure housing 
and allowing her to continue her 
education uninterrupted. 

The Student Emergency Fund plays a 
vital role in breaking cycles of poverty 
and supporting students at their most 
vulnerable, helping them overcome 
personal and financial challenges to 
continue their education. Dana’s story 
highlights the transformative impact of 
this support and how timely assistance 
enables students like her pursue 
and achieve their professional and 
educational goals.  

Dana’s resilience and the support from 
our donors exemplify the power of 
community in fostering success and 
stability for students facing adversity. 

SUPPORT STUDENT EMERGENCY 
AND CHILDCARE ASSISTANCE 

FUND HERE
Student Emergency and 

Childcare Assistance Fund:

$144,012 to 
195 Students

He aimed to be the first in his family 
to graduate from college and launch a 
successful career. 

The Student Emergency and Childcare 
Assistance Fund helped alleviate a 
significant portion of his childcare costs. 
This fund allowed him to concentrate on 
his studies and career goals. 

“The support I received was 
transformative, empowering me to excel 
academically,” shared Christopher. “It 
allowed me to achieve my goals and set a 
positive example for my children that with 
hard work and determination, anything is 
possible.”

Christopher’s story exemplifies how 
the Student Emergency and Childcare 
Assistance Fund is a lifeline for students, 
enabling them to overcome financial 
barriers and achieve their full potential, 
balancing educational and family 
responsibilities. 
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Exceptional Faculty Awards
Last year: $19,746 awarded to six SVC Faculty

Gail Bruce, Ph.D., and Kristine Duncan, 
MS. RDN. CDCES – For their dedication 
to the Cardinal Care health and wellness 
programming to support the well-being of 
the SVC community. 

Celeste Eastwood, M.Ed. – For 
instrumental work enhancing the 
INVEST Pathways program to improve 
educational opportunities and career 
readiness for SVC students. 

Aaron Klesick – For his role in organizing 
the 2023-24 college-wide career fair, 

SKAGIT VALLEY COLLEGE  
FOUNDATION

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Exceptional Faculty Awards are granted to faculty members who engage in 
noteworthy activities that lead to program enhancements at SVC. Awards are 
also made for distinguished accomplishments, recognized by the college or 
professional community at large. Last year’s Exceptional Faculty Awards went to: 

Vhari Rust-Clark, President
Skagit Regional Health, Senior Practice 

Manager of Medical Specialties

John Sternlicht, Vice-President
EDASC, CEO

Brian Gentry, Treasurer
Landed Gentry, President/Principal

Danielle Martin, Secretary
Windermere Real Estate, Skagit Valley,  

Real Estate Broker

Janie Beasley
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community,  

Enrollment Assistant

Kathy Doll
Chicago Title Company,  
Vice President (Retired)

Amy Hong
Financial Advisor, Barrett Financial

Todd Krantz
SaviBank, Vice President and Manager

Tim Rawlins
Mountain Pacific Bank,  

SVP Commercial Loan Officer

Margaret Rojas
North Sound Behavioral Health,  

Assistant Director

Dave Ryberg
Baird Wealth Management,  
Financial Advisor (Retired)

Nancy Rytand-Carey
Mocean Canoes, Co-Owner

Charlie Wend
Skagit County Sherriff’s Office,  

Chief Corrections Deputy (Retired)

Isaac Williams
Edward Jones, Financial Advisor

significantly enriching opportunities  
for students across all disciplines.

Mary Iverson, MFA – Whose creative 
vision brought the Beaver Tales Coffee 
Shop mural to life, enhancing our campus 
community with vibrant, visual storytelling 

Sunaina Virendra, M.Ed. MBA –  
For the development, implementation, 
and ongoing improvement of the 
Essential Competencies for SVC faculty 
and current faculty evaluation process. 

Bob Klindworth
Jay Archer
Frank Atkinson
Hazel Bartley
Wesley James Blackburn
Jim Brisbin
Martin Charlie Brown
Dan and Linda Carter
Mark Arno Casey
Jerry and Kathleen Clark
Nancy Clark
Wiley Clark
Kevin Collins
Delores L Crane
Don DeBode
Jack Eisses
Doris Garton
Diane Groves

Jennifer Boland
Suzanne Butler
Mike Carroll - Jack 

Carroll’s Skagit Hyundai

Helen C. Platt
Vonda Lynne Polinkus
Jordan Menlewal Shelley
Lilly Shelley
Lola E. Massey Smith
Mathew Charles Stevens
Donna Stone
Gus Suryan
Our Mothers, Nell Turner 

and Nancy Anderson 
Donnan

Paul Turvill
Dr. Ernest Tutt
Isabel Villanueva-Vivanco
Gary Wallin
Darlene Coffman Wright

SVC Athletics
Susie Walker’s Birthday

IN MEMORY OF

IN HONOR OF

Gifts made July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024

Gifts made July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024

Dr. H. Harlow Hayes
Don Herbaugh
Jerry L. Husted
Elna Iverson
Todd Kimbro
Gary Knutzen
Bojan M. Kuure, RN
Don Leach
Jerry L. Martin, Jr.
Yvonne Mattson
Dr. James Monroe
“Doc” James Monroe, 

honoring a devoted 
professsor, tutor, mentor, 
and a most dear friend. 
You will be missed.

Claire Mortensen
Jean Nowadnick

Susie Nelson’s Birthday
Kathleen Petrzelka
SVC Career Fair 

Sponsorship
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A.J. Osterman Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

AAUW Whidbey Island 
Women’s Scholarship Fund

Achievement Scholarship
Alberta Schulz Scholarship
Alex J. Peterson Memorial 

Fund Scholarship
Alice and Harold Kenney 

Memorial Scholarship Fund
Allenbach Exceptional Faculty 

Endowment
Alice and Monty Niles 

Memorial Scholarship
Anne Richards Scholarship
Auction Endowment 

Scholarship
B. Hamilton McDearmid 

Scholarship
Benjamin M. Root  

Memorial Scholarship
Brandon Koetje Scholarship
Brian A. Benike Scholarship
Bruce and Debra Lisser 

Scholarship
C. Harry and Anne Williams 

Scholarship
Carlos R. Ordóñez  

Memorial Scholarship 
Cascade Mall Scholarship
Champions of Diversity 

Endowment
Childcare Assistance 

Endowment
Charles ‘Chuck’ Carroll 

Memorial Scholarship
Cindy King Memorial 

Scholarship
Clarence and Eileen Summers 

Scholarship
Commander William Overby 

Scholarship
Dave Mumford Theatre 

Technician Endowment
Dave Quall Champions 

Scholarship
Denise Noble and Beverly 

Erickson Scholarship
Diane R. Groves Memorial 

Nursing Scholarship
Dick Nelson Scholarship Fund
Don Finsen Culinary  

Program Endowment
Don Finsen Culinary  

Arts Scholarship
Don Nulle Accounting 

Scholarship
Doug Rowell  

Memorial Scholarship
Dr. Ernest Tutt  

Memorial Scholarship
Dr. George Hodson Memorial 

Scholarship 
Dr. Ian Black Scholarship
Dr. Maynard and Selma 

Johnson Medical Fund
Esther Woodford Taylor 

Scholarship
Eva Gordon Memorial 

Endowment
Everett and Elmyra Dalton 

Scholarship

Exceptional Faculty Challenge
Exceptional Faculty 

Endowment
F.W. Buhrman Scholarship
Ferguson Foundation 

Endowed Scholarship
First Generation  

Endowed Scholarship
Gary and Tamera Tollefson 

Opportunity for Excellence 
Scholarship

Gary Knutzen Memorial 
Scholarship

George W. Wallace 
Accounting Scholarship

Gerald Jordheim  
Memorial Endowment

Global Initiatives Endowment
Guy Anderson and Deryl Walls 

Art Scholarship
Harold and Annabelle Kloke 

Scholarship
Harold and Nelle Creel 

Scholarship
Harry and Myra Roller 

Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship

Hayes Family Scholarship
Helen Larm Agriculture 

Scholarship
Herbert Drummond Memorial 

Library Endowment
Human Services Scholarship
Irene Schumaker Science 

Scholarship
Irene Schumaker Vocational 

Scholarship
J. George King Scholarship
Jack and Micki Deierlein 

Scholarship
James P. and Mabel Bishop 

Scholarship
Jennie M. Wright  

Memorial Endowment
Jerry and Kathy Clark 

Memorial Scholarship
Jerry Husted Nordic Tug 

Memorial Scholarship
Jim and Fran Ford Scholarship
Jim Sr. and Glenda Hobbs 

Endowment 
Joan Nourse Martin Early 

Childhood Scholarship
Joe Reeves Memorial 

Scholarship
John and Susan Meyer  

Legal Scholarship
John Hollenbeck  

Memorial Scholarship
John Terrey Scholarship
John Underwood Workforce 

Scholarship
Jordan Menlewal Shelley 

Memorial Scholarship
Joseph and Anneliese 

Zauchner Scholarship
Joseph T. Zygmanski 

Scholarship
Katherine V. Cowles Nursing 

Scholarship Endowment
Ken Thiessen | Shirley Hansen 

Scholarship Awards

Kevin Collins Memorial 
Scholarship

Leah G. Hawkinson Nursing 
Scholarship

Lelah Fiker and Kelly 
Fiker Lorenzen Nursing 
Scholarship

Leo Guggemos Scholarship
Lina A. Jacobson Ryan 

Nursing Endowment
Mac and Linda MacGregor 

Scholarship
Mark Arno Casey  

Memorial Scholarship
Mark Drummond  

Memorial Scholarship
Martin Brown Biology 

Scholarship
Matthew Charles Stevens 

Memorial Scholarship
Max and Pauline Dale 

Scholarship
McIntyre Hall Endowment
Melvin and Oscar Peterson / 

Henry Tenneson Memorial 
Endowment

Memorial Scholarship
Miriam, Muriel, and  

Lloyd Ivey Scholarship
Mollie McBey, Elsie Duncan 

and Donald J. McBey 
Scholarship

Nagatani Family Scholarship
Osborne Scholarship Award 

for Excellence
Peg Moy and Sheila Moy Saul 

Early Childhood Education 
Scholarship

Percy and Gladys Burns 
Endowment 

Pickering Endowment
Pickering Matching Fund
Pollock Endowment
Puget Sound Refinery 

Fallen Workers Memorial 
Endowment

Ralph R. Crum  
Memorial Scholarship

Richard and Jean Nowadnick 
Life Science Scholarship

Rick Bennett Memorial 
Endowment

Robert and Ann Dursch 
Sciences Scholarship

Robert Dursch Science 
Equipment Fund

Robert E. Fitzgerald Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship

Rucilla’s Scholarship
Ruth and Wallace Crawford 

Memorial Scholarship
Ruth Elfstrom Riggles 

Scholarship
Sara Kaplan Environmental 

Conservation Scholarship
Second Chance Garth 

H. Arneson Memorial 
Scholarship

Second Chance Julie Zorn 
Memorial Scholarship

Second Chance Scholarship
Settlemyer Family Scholarship

Sharon Cole-Waldschmidt 
Scholarship

Shayla K. Martin  
Memorial Scholarship

Sidney and Fosma Rood 
Scholarship

Sidney H. Clarke  
Memorial Scholarship

Sidney S. McIntyre, Jr.  
Skagit Valley College 
Memorial Scholarship 

Solveig Atterberry  
Memorial Scholarship

Stella Rolph Memorial 
Scholarships

Student Emergency 
Endowment

Susan Scripps Wood and 
Leighton Wood Scholarship

SVC Marine Technology 
Scholarship

SVC San Juan Center 
Scholarship

SVC Student Nurse Club: 
Practicing Heroes 
Scholarship

T. Joy Memorial Endowment
Texaco Envionmental 

Endowment
The Bojan M. Kuure Nursing 

Scholarship 
The Carter Friends and Family 

Scholarship
The Jesus Guillen  

Memorial Scholarship
The VanderStoep Scholarship
Theresa Babcock  

Memorial Scholarship
Thomas and Martina Horn 

Scholarship
Vonda Lynne Polinkus 

Memorial Scholarship
Wade and Fran Schroeder 

Scholarship 
Wallie and Mary Ann Funk 

Scholarship
Washington Restaurant 

Association Prostart 
Scholarship

Whidbey Island Bank Golf 
Classic Scholarship

Wilbur Ivey Scholarship
William and Kathleen Massey 

Endowed Scholarships
William D. Werner  

Memorial Scholarship
William E. Mowrer Scholarship
William Werner Opportunity 

for Excellence Endowment
Women’s Study Club  

San Juan Island
Yoko Hisaki Memorial 

Scholarship

ENDOWMENTS
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DONORS
LEGACY CIRCLE 

($1,000,000+) 
The Estate of Stella Rolph

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
($100,000+) 

The Estate of Don Finsen
The Estate of Nancy Chapman
Bill and Kathy Massey
Northwest Portland Area 

Indian Health Board

CHAMPION CIRCLE
($25,000.00+)

Anonymous (1)
Basler Foundation
Elizabeth and Kenneth Cave
Dr. Brinton Sprague
Soroptimist International  

of Anacortes
Subaru of America, Inc.

AMBASSADOR CIRCLE
($10,000+)

Anonymous (1)
Duane Clark
Cissy Fisher and Rish Pavelec
Dr. Robert M. and Becky Gates
Gene Haas Foundation
Susan and Walter Guterbock
HF Sinclair –  

Puget Sound Refinery
Larry and Patricia Hilliard
Jerry H. Walton Foundation
Mount Vernon School District
Names Family Foundation
John W. Osberg
San Juan Island  

Community Foundation
Clifford Sells and Linda Larson
Skagit Community Foundation
South Seattle College 

Foundation
Swinomish Indian  

Tribal Community
T BAILEY, INC.
Tucker Family Foundation
Ron and Rita VanderStoep
George and Grace Wallace 

Charitable Fund
WECU
Steve White

FOUNDERS CLUB 
($5,000+)

Anonymous (2)
Air Liquide
Anacortes Public Library 

Foundation
Baird Private Wealth 

Management
Barrett Financial, Ltd.
BECU
Kathryn Bennett
Matthew Bishop and  

Craig Chapman
Roger and Leslie Estep
Ferguson Foundation
Christian Foster
David Groves
Mary Ann Hatfield

Jack Carroll’s Skagit Hyundai
Kia of Everett –  

Harnish Auto Group
Martin Family Foundation
P.E.O. Chapter GB
Proliance Surgeons Skagit 

Northwest Orthopedics
Puget Sound Energy – 

Federal and Tribal 
Government Affairs

Soroptimist International  
of Burlington

Stronghold Companies
Universal Plant Services of 

Northern California at WA
Sonali Virendra
Whidbey Community 

Foundation

FUTURES CLUB 
($2,500+)

Anonymous (2)
Celina and Claudio Angulo
Lynn Aune
Claudia Avendaño Ibarra and 

Jonathan Gutierrez
Nicki L.H. Bailey
Cynthia Bangston
Tom Barnts
John and Ellen Baumann
BNSF Railway Foundation
Bragg Crane
Brand Energy Solutions, LLC
Christina and Phil Carter
Ruth Decano
Dwayne Lane’s  

Arlington Chevrolet
Noah Engel
Tom and Sonia Hayes
Island Thrift
Jack and Shirley McIntyre 

Foundation
Lisa and Mike Janicki
Gary and Mara Kallicot
Randy Karr
Christopher Kiel and  

Sherri Blevin
Sandy and Darrin Leber
Ken and Gayle Lee
Scott and Kelly McKnight
New York Life
North Coast Credit Union
Oak Harbor Chamber  

of Commerce
Kati and Luis Ortiz
Roger Parkinson
Kathleen and Daniel Petrzelka
Jeffery Pleet and  

Cynthia Casey
Wendy Poulton
Powertek
Rotary Club of North  

Whidbey Island Sunrise
Laurie Anne Schmaltz
Skagit County
Judith Smith
Team Industrial Services
Trans Mountain
Kent Turner and  

Ellen Anderson
United Steelworkers  

Local 12-591

VECA Professional Services (2)
Christopher and Diane Villa
Darren and Charissa 

Westergard

LEADERSHIP CLUB 
($1,000+)

Anonymous (2)
Acuna Cedar Products, Inc
Ancon Industrial Services
Jim and Joyce Anderson
Jean and Bret Andrich
Anvil Corporation
Banner Bank  

Commercial Banking
Blade Chevrolet
Beth Blosten and Tom Linder
Blue Seas Fabrication 

Northwest
Boeing Company
Kelly and Mike Bowie
Brandsafway
Jenifer and Ken Bright
Brinderson
Rod and Karen Carter
Center for Inclusive 

Entrepreneurship
Central Welding Supply
Ken and Sue Christianson
James Ciecko and  

JoAnne Myers-Ciecko
Anne and David Clark
Dakota Art Store
Pam and Ken Davis
Scott and Carleen de Recat
Distribution International
Mariko Doerner
Kathy and Dennis Doll
Dunn Holbrook  

Charitable Fund
Dwayne Lane’s Auto Group
Leah and Tom Eberle
Suni Eisenberg
Gamble Sands
Gordon Truck Centers/

Freightliner Northwest
Jeff and Linda Hendricks 

Family Foundation
Highline College Foundation
Max Israel
Allen and Mary Ivey
Ozell Jackson III
Peter and Susan Janicki
Steven J. Jones
Thomas and Maria Keegan
Mary Beth Kinney
Koch Engineered Solutions
Lakeside Industries
Steven Leverett
Debra and Bruce Lisser
Flora and Rafael Lucatero
Patrick and Mary Lyons
Philip and Linda Madden
Keith and Joan Magee
Annette Marie
Matrix Capital
Dr. James Monroe
MRC GLOBAL
James and Carolyn 

Nowadnick
NW Mopars Unlimited

Megan Scott O’Bryan and 
Matt O’Bryan

Olson Family
Nancy and Bruce Orr
Thomas Ozretich
P.E.O. Chapter HO
P.E.O. Chapter HP
Cascade Natural Gas
Claire Peinado
Pedro and Maria Perez
Performance Contracting, Inc
Puget Sound Energy
RAIN Catalysts
Reisner Distributor, Inc.
RMC Architects
Margaret Rojas and  

Daja Zboril
Vhari Rust-Clark and  

Alan Clark
David Ryberg and  

Joan Penney
Salal Chapter Washington 

Native Plant Society
Beth Sanger
SaviBank
Eric Shen and Betty Carteret
Sierra Pacific Foundation
Skagit Audubon Society
Skagit Regional Health
John Sternlicht and  

James Finley
Jeff and Stacy Stewart
Structural Technologies
Mark and Diane Studley
Suquamish Indian Tribe
SVC Nursing Club
Michael Swietzer
Swinomish Casino and Lodge
TRICO Companies, LLC
Carolyn Tucker and  

Paula Christilaw
Penny Turvill
U.S. Metals
Bruce and Ann Van Tassell
Washington State Auto 

Dealers Services, Inc
Brad and Angie Watson
Ben Webb
WhidbeyHealth Foundation
Cody White
Don Wick
Jerry and Kathleen Willins
Nate and Katherine Wolfe
Anna and Todd Wright
Rob Zwick

CARDINAL CLUB
($500+)

Anonymous (1)
Alyeska Ocean
Jon and Susan Aarstad
Nancy and Eric Anderson
ATCO Communications 

Services, LLC
Graeme Blake
Christopher and  

Barbara Buffington
Brian and Mary Clark
Mike and Stacy Cogar
Tony and Amelia Cook
Bill and Angela Dejong
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Dogwood Industries, LLC
Clyde Duranceau
Farmstrong Brewing Company
Colleen and Chad Fisher
Lisa and David Forsythe
Gateway Transmissions, Inc.
Ms. Suzanne Hahn
Julian Deryl Hart and  

Pascale Michel
Rod and Molly Hendricks
Duane and Lynn Henson
Mark Hillman
John and Julianne Ivey
Jim and Mary Jennings
Keith and Laura Johansen
James and Anne Keresey
Troy Knutzen
Jennifer Lawson
Jason Lind
Terri Matzko
Sally Maylor
Landy and Kevin McGrath
Libby Mills and Rusty Kuntze
Brian and Katy Murphy
Navy Talent Acquisition  

Group PNW
Northwest Hot Spring  

Spas, Inc.
Tom Pasma and Sue Sultze
Malia Marie Picket
Marisa Pierce
Margaret Potter
Mr. and Ms. Tom and  

Kathryn Quirk
Don Howard and  

Marsha Rapp
Thad and Elizabeth Robey
Kathleen Root
Yadira and Josue Rosales
Angela Salazar
Shawn O’Donnell’s Restaurant
Soroptimist International of 

Coupeville
Mr. and Ms. Charles and 

Theresa Stevens
Kim Ann Turner
Bryan and Linda Walker
Charlie and Karen Sue Wend
Leroy and Libby Werkhoven
Barbara and David Weymouth
Whidbey Island Bank
Dave and Shelley White
Kirk and Paula Wilson
Windermere Real Estate/ 

South Whidbey
Don and Misti Writer
Carl Young and Anne Hodgin

IMPACT CLUB 
(UP TO $500)

Anonymous (17)
Jorge and Cynthia Aguirre
Kausar Ahmed
Mark R Albertine
Deene and Ruth Almvig
Brent Anderson
Jackie and Bud Anderson
Jared Anderson
Angel of the Winds  

Casino Resort

Andrew Anthony
Bobbi Ashe
Rick and Sarah Atkinson
Scott Baker
Tanna Baker
Roger Bassett
Sarah Bear
Terrence Bedford
Melissa B Belisle
Judy Bendtsen
Joanne C Berentson
Jamie Betz
Elena A. Bianco
Bickford Ford
Keeley Bieber
Kate Biringer
Jon and Jeanne Blackburn
Mary Boice
Laura and Scott Breckenridge
Jon and Shannon Brennan
Tawny Bridge-Pope
Rose and John Brierley
LaJune Bromels
Jennifer and Eric Brooks
Kathi Brown
Carl and Carmen Bruner
Karen Bubenzer
Martha Cabello
Henry and Yvonne Cagey
Neta and Jim Cahill
Camaloch Golf Course
Chris Cammock
John and Sheree Carpenter
Debra Castle
Herald Catlin
Sanny Catubo
Eric and Julie Chambers
Cameron Chase
Joan R. Chittick
Gerry and Susan Christensen
Austin and Shannon Claeys
Cody Clark
Elijah Clay
Debbie Cleland
Sharon Cole-Waldschmidt
Joan Collins
Combined Fund Drive
Camille Connelly
Shad and Lisa Cooper
Margaret and Don Coppock
Dani Cox
John Crawford
Susan Crawford
Carol A. and Gordon H. Dahl
Virginia Darvill
Donald and Nancy Davis
Kim Davis
Adam DeKay
Susan and Dave Deschenes
Adam Devall
Ray and Rebecca Devries
Charmie Dibble
Chuck and Edie Diver
E.M. Dixon
Richard and Carolyn Dixon
Peter and Janna Donovan
Robin Donovan
Nancy and George Dooley
Carolyn Dorothy

Jonathan Douglas
Thomas Doyle
Kurt Dunbar
Kristine Duncan
Mike and Jodi Dynes
Jean Eagleston
Craig and Noma Edwards
Leonard and Jill Eliason
Erika and Drew Enloe
ExxonMobil
Julie Edwards
Chris Field
Mary Fine
Dane Fisher
Tim and Linda Fitzgerald
Laura Flores Cailloux
Greg Ford
Bethany Frazier
CJ and Spring Freeman
Daniel and Kelly Freeman
Mitch and Nicole Freeman
Marilyn J. French
Friend UKOGF
Jim Fyfe
Travis Gage
Aimee Galley
Angelica Garcia
Lila Ghising
Warren and Suzanne Gilbert
Heimy Gonzalez
Nathani Goodman
Daniel and Danielle Graber
Eric Graham
Michael Greiner
Arthur and Lydia Guel
Elaine Hall
Jay Ham
Billie Jo Hamilton
Frances L. Hansen
Patti Hart
Elie Hartman
Steve and Kelly Hastings
Claver Hategekimana
Beverly Havens-Tutt
Janice Hayes
Heartsong Homecare Co-op
Laurie Bomstad Heck
Rodney Hendricks
Tom and Mary Henry
Erik Hesla
Lyn and John Highet
Lewis and Laura Hill
Holly J. Hilts
Robert D. Hoare
Glenda Hobbs
Brock and Julie Hochsprung
Jessica and Brandon Hoover
Tyler Howell
Roxanne Hulet
Virginia Husted
Daniil Ivanov
Mary Iverson
Henry Jennings
JJ Jensen
Chuck and Judy Jerman
Rufina Jimenez
Diane and Mark Johnson
Mark and Jeanne Johnson
Rita Johnson

Sandy Jordan and  
Amber Randall

Roy Kaplan
Dave Kenote
Jack and Mona Kerr
The Kinsfather Family
Skagit Speedway
Gretchen Klein
Kelsey Klein
Richard and LaNita Klein
Aaron and Emily Klesick
Tabatha Kless
Bill and Marian Knutzen
Geoffrey Knutzen
Greg and Kathi Knutzen
Agnes Koestl
Linda Kolody
Todd and Julie Krantz
Shelley Lacey
Kaylee Lamphiear
Debra and Doug Lancaster
Lammi Lapointe
Bristal and Jimmy Latham
Alyssa Ledgerwood
Jai Lee
Jason and Rain Lehman
Matt Lehman
Bud LeMieux
Jane Lenz
Linfeng Li
Joe Lindquist
Janice Lisherness
Wilma Louia
Cathy MacKay
Michael Madden
Fay Mafnas
Maria Magana
Rob Martin
Kevin Matthews and  

Kristi Mathews
Dave Mattson
Karen Mauden
Steve and Marjorie McCoy
Beth McGuire
Sidney McHarg
Mark McKinley
Cheryl Ann Meyer
Jyle Meyhoff
Alison and Mark Miller
Della Miller
Fred and Arlene Miller
Kelley and Karen Moldstad
Jeff Morris
Ken and Jenni Morrison
Brent and Denise Morrow
Jodi Hoksbergen Murphy
Dinty Musk
Kathy Nansel
Benjamin Nason
George and Susan Nelson
Gerald E. Nelson
Nersten Family
Network For Good
Steve and Lianna Neyens
Holly Nielsen
Donald Norman
North County Regional  

Fire Authority
Nicole Novelli

DONORS (contd.)
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Ilan Nyska
Larry and Terri Olsen
Kathrine Olson
Yoden I. Ortmannwight
Angela Oster
Larry and Lisa Otos
Catherine Page
David and Rachel Paul
Mike and Monica Peinado
Veronica Perez
Anne Perry
Tom Perry
Keith Peterson
Cheryline Philip
William and Janet Polinkus
Geraldine Poor
Rod and Norma Poppe
Cliff Potter
Sofie Poulton
Sean Powell and  

Angela Fraser-Powell
Cameron and Laura Powers
Robert Pringle
PTO, Inc.
Ashley Queen
Lisa and Steve Radeleff
Susan and Dale Ragan
Roger and Wendy Ragusa
Marc Ranieri
Tim and Nancy Raschko
Bill and Susan Rasmussen
Brian and Jill Raupp
Timothy and Tracy Reichert
Denise Reijm
Nancy Renison
Peter Robertson
David E. Roetcisoender
Mark Roetcisoender and 

Vivian Koetje
Jonathan Romero
Nicole Roozen
David Rosenzweig

Tye A. Roth
Karen Rousseau
Benita Rozema
Dave and Alexia Saldivar
Adam and Jayne Sangder
CJ Santeford
Eva Santos
Tony and Julie Savoy
Scholten Equipment
Sally Schroeder
Stacy Schutte
Robin Sciarra
Jeffrey and Deborah Scott
Arthur Seaman
Eric and Taylre Secrist
Sedro-Woolley  

Fire Department
Sedro-Woolley  

Police Department
Edgar and Gisselle Serrano
Shane Servoss and  

Carly Anderson
Debbie Shaffer
Gary and Judy Shand
Tim Shepperd
Jay Shoji
Ben and Natalie Siekawitch
Ben and Alyssa Silva
David P. Simonson
Ed Skoroda
Jocelyne Slepyan
Brad K. Smith and  

Dale Fournier
Kalan Smith
Linda Smith
Stacia A. Smith
Dean and Darlene Snider
Brad and Karissa Sokol
Jason and Nicki Solie
Brandon Souza
Anne Spink
Kristi Spinnie

SVC EMPLOYEE DONORS

Laura Flores Cailloux
Lisa Forsythe
Bethany Frazier
Kelly Freeman
Angelica Garcia
Michael Greiner
Elaine Hall
Claver Hategekimana
Lyn Highet
Mark Hillman
Roxanne Hulet
Mary Iverson
Diane Johnson
Sandy Jordan
Aaron Klesick
Shelley Lacey
Jennifer Lawson
Sandy Leber
Jason Lind

Anonymous (9)
Nancy Anderson
Celina Angulo
Bobbi Ashe
Claudia Avendaño-Ibarra
Tanna Baker
Sarah Bear
Elena Bianco
Rose Brierley
Jennifer Brooks
Neta Cahill
Debra Castle
Anne Clark
Kim Davis
Pam Davis
Susan Deschenes
Kurt Dunbar
Leah Eberle
Julie Edwards
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SCANNING  
HERE 

Glen Springer
Benjamin and  

Karmen St. Germain
Jeff Stady
Mary Ann Starkey
James Steel
Linda Steiner
James Steller
Holly Stevens
Ken Stewart
Duane and Arleen Stowe
Peggy Stowe
Carol Straight
Stephanie and  

Christian Strandmark
Molly Straw
Vincent C. Streano and  

Carol Havens
Stephen and Linda Summers
SVC Cardinal Bookstore
SVC Culinary Arts
Kurt Swanson
Kelsey Swapp
Pat and Kelsey Swapp
Mel and Alice Takehara
Ann Tanner
Ray Tanner
Brent and Jen Tenborg
Kevin Thomas
Megan and Joel Thomas
Timothy Thompson
Keith and Kathy Thomson
John and Debra Thulen
Kim Titus
Robyn Tokunaga
Grady and Alicia Tweit
Jessy Tweit
Leslie Ann Wilson Ulness
Roger and Pam Valentine
Charlotte and  

Peter Van Horne
Cathryn Vanderzicht

Adrian Vega
Mark and Susan Venn
Cindy and Tom Verge
Amy Verner
Sunaina Virendra
Ismael and Matilde Vivanco
Trino Vivanco
Estevan Vivanco Meza
VSH, PLLC
WAFD Insurance Group
Martha Wallin
James Walters
Ryan Walters
Craig Welty
Ron and Jan Wesen
West Coast Dumpling 

Company LLC
Jake and Jenn Wheeler
Fay White
Steven White
Kelli White-Mellish
Kim and Shane Wichers
Taylor Made TDS, Inc.
JJ Wilbur
Lona Wilbur
Nancy Wilbur
David Wilder
Dennis and Sharon Wildfang
Anne Will and  

James Winchester
Gail Williams
John Wilson
Lora Misakian Winslow
Michael Witmer
Rob and Rachael Woods
Dan Worra
James Wright
Amber Writer
Brooke Writer
Catherine Wyman
Carl Young
Judy Youngquist
Herbie Yung

Terri Matzko
Beth McGuire
Alison Miller
Brian Murphy
Kathy Nansel
Nicole Novelli
Yoden I. Ortmannwight
David Paul
Claire Peinado
Kathleen Petrzelka
Malia Pickett
Marisa Pierce
Sofie Poulton
Sean Powell
Yadira Rosales
Tony Savoy
Jocelyne Slepyan
Darlene Snider
Kristi Spinnie
Benjamin St. Germain
Jeff Stady
Charles Stevens

Carolyn Tucker
Grady Tweit
Leslie Ann Wilson Ulness
Christopher Villa
Sunaina Virendra
Estevan Vivanco Meza
James Walters
Kelli White-Mellish
Lora Winslow
Brooke Writer
Catherine Wyman
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Executive Director
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STRATEGIC MARKETING AND 
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As SVC approaches its 
centennial celebration, we are 
thrilled to celebrate nearly a 
century of empowering 
students and transforming lives 
in our communities! Founded in 
1926 as Mount Vernon Junior 
College, SVC began with a 
handful of students and a vision 
for accessible education. 

Join us as we honor this legacy 
and look forward to an exciting 
future filled with innovation 
and continued commitment to 
student success! We will kick off 
celebrations in the fall of 2025 
with more details to come.

A Century 
of Excellence:  
Skagit Valley College 
approaches its 100th year!

Skagit Valley College provides a drug-free environment and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, and/or gender identity, pregnancy, genetic information, age, marital status, disability, honorably discharged veteran or military status in its 
programs and employment. If you need disability accommodation at an SVC event, please contact Disability Access Services atdas@skagit.edu.  
For inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies, contact Carolyn Tucker, Vice President of Human Resources/EEO, 360.416.7794 or carolyn.tucker@
skagit.edu. For inquiries regarding sexual misconduct compliance, contact Title IX Coordinator, Sandy Jordan, 360.416.7923 or sandy.jordan@skagit.edu 
Mailing address: 2405 E. College Way, Mount Vernon, WA 98273. 24-25-162
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