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As we celebrate our upcoming centennial 
year at Skagit Valley College, I am filled 
with gratitude and pride for the stories 
that have shaped our college and our 
community for the past 100 years. Our 
theme for this milestone year, “Everybody 
has a story, and every story matters,” 
reminds us that the true legacy of SVC is 
found in the lives of the people who have 
walked through our doors, discovered 
their purpose, and gone on to make a 
difference in the world.

This issue reflects the remarkable stories 
that continue to move our mission 
forward. You will meet alumna Nicole 
Rockfish, whose journey from SVC 
student to accomplished professional 

reminds us of the life-changing power of education. You will also read about the launch 
of our Bachelor of Applied Science in Early Childhood Education, which creates new 
opportunities for local students to earn a four-year degree close to home and prepare 
for the next generation of teachers. We celebrate the opening of our new nursing 
education space on the Whidbey Island campus, where future nurses are developing 
the skills and confidence to care for our communities.

The Skagit Valley College Foundation continues to strengthen and expand the impact  
of our mission. This year, the Foundation awarded 637 scholarships totaling more than  
$1.1 million, helping 437 students pursue their dreams with fewer financial barriers for 
the 2025-26 academic year. The Foundation’s endowment has now grown to more than 
$25 million, ensuring lasting support for student success and educational opportunity.

We are deeply grateful for the extraordinary $1.7 million gift from Stella Rolph, whose 
legacy will open doors for future Cardinals. We also recognize the Massey and Cowles 
families for their enduring support and belief in the power of education. Their generosity 
reflects the strong partnerships that have sustained SVC for a century.

You will find joyful highlights from this year’s Car Show, along with inspiring stories 
of student success and scholarship recipients who are carrying forward the spirit 
of SVC into their next chapters. Each story represents the resilience, creativity, and 
determination that have defined SVC for a century.

As we honor our first century and look to the future, I am reminded that SVC has always 
been more than a college. It is a place where people find purpose, belonging, and 
opportunity. Thank you for being part of our story and for helping us shape the next  
100 years of learning, growth, and transformation.

With gratitude,

Dr. Christopher Villa 
President of Skagit Valley College

Everybody has a story,
and every story matters.

For 100 years, Skagit Valley College 
has been more than a place of 
learning. It has been a community of 
stories. From the first students in 1926 
to the generations who have followed, 
each person who walks through 
SVC’s doors carries a unique journey 
of hope, perseverance, and discovery.

As the college celebrates its 
centennial, the theme “Everybody 
has a story, and every story 
matters” honors the experiences 
that have shaped our campuses, 
our communities, and our shared 
future. These stories remind us that 
education changes lives, not only 
through degrees earned but through 
the confidence, connection, and 
purpose found along the way.

Here’s to a century of stories 
that have inspired the Cardinal 
community, and to the next hundred 
years of learning, belonging, and 
transformation at SVC.

 Celebrating  
 100 Years

Mariko K. Doerner,
Chair

Ozell M. Jackson IIIMegan Scott O’Bryan

CONNECT WITH  
THE PRESIDENT

www.skagit.edu/100
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I never realized I was 
smart or worthy of 
education until the 
professors at SVC 
showed me just how 
capable I was.

COVER STORY

When Nicole Rockfish first arrived on 
campus in 2004, she wasn’t chasing a 
dream, she was searching for belonging.

“I grew up in a teen home called Cocoon 
House,” she recalled. “College wasn’t 
something I ever thought was meant  
for me.”

At the time, she followed her heart to 
SVC, hoping to reconnect with her high 
school sweetheart, who was a Running 
Start student. What began as a search 
for love quickly turned into something far 
more lasting, a journey of self-discovery 
that would change the course of her life.

“I remember stepping off the bus that first 
day, earbuds in, listening to ‘Collide’ by 
Howie Day,” Nicole said. “Everything felt 
new. I was scared, but hopeful.”

That day in the cafeteria, her story took 
its first unexpected turn. “I looked up, and 
there he was,” she said. “He walked right 
up, spun a chair around, and sat down 
across from me. Just like that, we were 
back together.”

But the true love story that unfolded at 
SVC wasn’t about romance; it was about 
finding herself.

Finding Home
As Nicole settled into campus life, she 
discovered what she calls her “first real 
home.” The staff and faculty at SVC 
became the family she had always needed. 

“When I lost my childhood mentor and 
social worker, I didn’t know where to turn,” 
she said. “Somehow, I ended up in Gail 
Bruce’s office. She and others surrounded 
me with compassion and care. That 
moment, that community, saved me.”

Support came in many forms. Instructor 
Kurt Dunbar’s open-door conversations, 
Norma Lisherness’s faith in hiring her for 
a library job, and the kindness of math 
instructor Abel Gage each helped Nicole 
rebuild her confidence.

A Century of Stories
Now, as SVC celebrates its 100th year, 
Nicole’s journey shines as a reflection 
of what the college has stood for across 
generations: opportunity, belonging, and 
transformation.

“This college gave me my foundation,” 
she said. “It taught me to believe in myself, 
to trust others, and to build a life rooted 
in resilience and community. It’s not just 
where my education began. It’s where  
I began.”

Nicole’s story embodies this year’s 
message at SVC: “Everybody has a story, 
and every story matters.”

Her path from Cocoon House to college 
graduate, from self-doubt to leadership, 
reminds us that SVC’s legacy isn’t just 
about degrees, it’s about people. For 100 
years, the college has been a place where 
stories like Nicole’s are written, rewritten, 
and shared.

“No matter where you come from, you 
have the power to change your story,” she 
said. “Going to Skagit Valley College gave 
me the chance to change mine. Every 
Cardinal has that spark within them.”

Nicole still carries that spark, the one first 
ignited on a fall day in 2004, when she 
walked onto campus scared but hopeful. 
Two decades later, her light continues to 
inspire others to believe that their story, 
too, can begin at SVC.

“I thought I was terrible at math,” she 
admitted. “Abel believed in me. He 
encouraged me to go to the tutoring 
center, and suddenly something clicked.  
I realized I wasn’t just capable. I was smart.”

For the first time, Nicole saw herself not  
as a statistic or survivor, but as a student  
with potential.

Becoming a Scholar
Nicole poured herself into her studies, 
thriving in SVC’s supportive and close-
knit environment. She graduated in 
2007 with her Associate of Arts degree, 
a milestone that still ranks among her 
proudest achievements.

“I missed out on so many milestones 
growing up,” she said. “Walking across 
that stage at graduation, wearing my cap 
and gown, I felt like I had finally claimed 
something that was mine.”

SVC became the launching pad for 
everything that followed. Nicole 
transferred to Washington State University, 
where she discovered a new passion: 
boating. In 2025, she made history by 
becoming the youngest Commodore 
in Washington State University’s 
history, a leadership role that symbolizes 
excellence, service, and tradition.

In her coronation speech, she thanked 
SVC. “All of my success began at Skagit 
Valley College,” she said. “Thank you for 
believing in me and giving me the home 
and confidence I never thought I’d find.”

Where I Began:
  The Story of Nicole Rockfish 
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With the launch of a new Bachelor of 
Applied Science in Early Childhood 
Education, Skagit Valley College is 
expanding access to early learning 
education. Introduced this fall, the 
program prepares graduates to teach 
children from preschool through third 
grade, strengthening early learning 
opportunities across our region.

As SVC’s sixth bachelor’s degree, the 
program is designed for individuals 
already working with children who 
want to advance their careers. It builds 
on an associate degree and provides 
the final two years of study needed to 
earn a bachelor’s degree and teacher 
certification, right here in our community

Meeting a  
growing need
Across Washington, there is a rising 
demand for early learning teachers who 
understand how young children grow, 
play, and learn. Local schools, childcare 
centers, and Head Start programs all 
need skilled teachers who can build 
strong foundations for lifelong learning. 
The new degree helps meet that need by 
preparing teachers who understand both 
the science of child development and the 
heart of teaching.

Graduates of the BAS ECE program 
graduate ready to apply for teacher 
certification through the Washington 
State Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction.

A flexible path  
for working adults
The biggest strengths of this program 
is that it is designed for people who are 
already working in the field. Classes 
are offered in a format that fits the busy 
schedules of early learning professionals, 
paraeducators, and parents. Students 
learn in a supportive cohort and apply 
what they learn in real classrooms and 
early learning centers.

BACHELOR’S DEGREE  in EARLY CHILDHOOD education

S K A G I T  V A L L E Y  C O L L E G E

“Many of our students are already 
involved in their communities,” said SVC 
ECE Instructor, Alexis Meyers. “This 
program lets them stay rooted where they 
live and work while earning a bachelor’s 
degree that leads to teacher certification.”

Investing in local talent
The BAS ECE program also represents  
an investment in the region’s future, 
providing opportunities for local residents 
to complete their bachelor’s degree 
close to home. SVC is growing the next 
generation of teachers who will stay 
in the community and make a lasting 
difference.

“This is about strengthening the fabric 
of early learning across Skagit County 
and beyond,” said SVC President Dr. 
Christopher Villa. “Our college is proud to 
be part of the solution in preparing highly 
qualified, caring teachers who will help 
children thrive.”

Graduates of the program will be ready 
to work in public schools, early learning 
centers, and community programs that 
serve young children and families. Many 
will be the same familiar faces who 
have been supporting children in local 
classrooms and centers for years.

A range of 
opportunities
The new ECE bachelor’s degree joins a 
growing list of bachelor’s programs at 
SVC. The college also offers degrees 
in computer science, environmental 
conservation, healthcare management, 
and advanced manufacturing and design 
— providing flexible and affordable 
options for students who want to earn a 
bachelor’s degree locally.

Through programs like the BAS ECE,  
SVC continues its long tradition of 
investing in the next generation of  
leaders and learners.

How to apply
Anyone interested in the program starts 
by attending a short briefing session — 
the first step in the application process. 
Applications open annually for a fall start.

To be eligible, applicants must have 
completed an associate degree in any 
field, along with three prerequisite 
courses. The program welcomes recent 
graduates and professionals returning to 
school after time in the workforce.

For more information about the new BAS ECE, including upcoming  
program briefing sessions and how to apply, visit skagit.edu/basece

launches new
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The Skagit Valley College Foundation 
proudly celebrates the enduring and 
ongoing generosity of the Massey and 
Cave families, whose scholarships have 
supported more than 1,000 students  
over the past three decades. 

Established in 1993, Bill and Kathy 
Massey established the William and 
Kathleen Massey Scholarships to benefit 
students from Whidbey Island and those 
attending SVC’s Whidbey Island Campus 

who demonstrate academic potential and 
financial need while pursuing vocational 
or professional technical programs. 

The Katherine V. Cowles Nursing 
Scholarship, established in 1996 by 
Kenneth and Elizabeth Cave, honors  
the compassionate nursing care provided 
to Elizabeth’s mother, Katherine Cowles.  
The scholarship supports nursing 
students with financial need who  
are preparing for careers of service  
and healing. 

“As we approach SVC’s Centennial,  
we are grateful for these legacies of 
support, and for the new partnerships  
that continue to grow alongside them,” 
said Kathleen Petrzelka, Executive 
Director of the SVC Foundation. 
“Together, they reflect the lasting power 
of community generosity and belief in  
our students’ potential.” 

Celebrating the Lasting Impact of the Cave and Massey Families 

“Whidbey Island students have  
incredible community support,” said 
Kathleen Petrzelka, Executive Director of 
the SVC Foundation. “Our donors believe 
in supporting their community through 
scholarships and program investments 
that create lasting impact.”

This growth comes as SVC prepares 
to launch a new Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (BSN) program in January 2027.

The new degree includes 10 courses in 
research, leadership, and community 
health. Those in the RN associate degree 
program can begin BSN coursework 
concurrently, allowing them to complete 
their bachelor’s degree more quickly.

“Skagit Valley College serves a diverse 
population covering a wide area,” said 
Price. “The bachelor’s program expands 
educational opportunities for nurses in 
our region and strengthens public health 
as a result.”

Together, the Whidbey Island Campus 
expansion and the new BSN program 
reflect SVC’s dedication to access, 
opportunity, and community, preparing 
skilled healthcare professionals who 
enhance the health and vitality of 
Northwest Washington.

Bill and Kathy Massey with 2025-26 Scholarship Recipients 

Marriah Pugh, U.S. Navy 
Veteran, WIC Nursing Student, 
Whidbey Island Bank Golf 
Classic and Polly Harpole Guild 
Memorial Scholarship recipient. 

Ken Cave with 2025-26 Scholarship Recipients
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SVC Nursing 
Program Grows  
on Whidbey  
Island Campus 

The Nursing Program at Skagit Valley 
College’s Whidbey Island Campus has 
expanded to meet growing community 
needs, now utilizing the entire Sprague 
Hall Building. The added space provides 
updated classrooms, labs, and learning 
environments that better support SVC’s 
nursing and health sciences students.

Upgrades feature modern technology, 
flexible layouts, and advanced labs that 
enhance learning, collaboration, and 
hands-on practice using equipment found 
in today’s healthcare settings.

“These updates make a real difference 
in how students learn,” said Dr. Shelley 
Price, SVC Dean of Health Sciences. 
“Additional space and improved 
resources allow students to develop the 
skills required to serve their communities 
and meet the growing healthcare needs 
of Whidbey Island.”

With this expansion, the Whidbey Island 
program can enroll up to 30 students 
per cohort, up from 24. Across its Mount 
Vernon and Whidbey Island campuses, 
SVC admits more than 100 nursing 
students each year, helping meet critical 
workforce needs across the region.

Many Whidbey Island nursing students 
are military family members, adding to 
the program’s diversity and connection to 
the needs of the local community. 
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The Skagit Valley College Car 
Show returned to the Mount Vernon 
Campus on June 7, bringing together 
car enthusiasts, students, alumni, 
and families for one of the college’s 
most popular annual events.  

The campus was filled with rows 
of gleaming classic cars, lowriders, 
motorcycles, and specialty vehicles 
as visitors enjoyed a day of sunshine, 
music, and community.

More than 100 vehicles were on 
display, ranging from vintage favorites 
to modern showpieces. Attendees 
enjoyed food from SVC’s SOL 
Club and had the opportunity to 
purchase specially designed shirts to 
commemorate the show.

Proceeds from the car show support 
the SVC Auto Club. Members are 
currently building a Camaro drag 
race car and meet regularly to work 
on their own vehicles, developing 
practical automotive skills.

With strong attendance, beautiful 
vehicles, and enthusiastic community 
support, the 2025 Skagit Valley 
College Car Show was a shining 
success. We can’t wait to see you at 
the 2026 SVC Car Show!

Where are they Now?
 One Island, One Ocean Expedition
The One Island, One Ocean crew 
continues to make waves they advance 
their 14-month, 27,000-mile expedition 
Around the Americas. The journey began 
in Anacortes, WA in May 2025 aboard 
the 48-foot sailboat One Ocean and 
combines adventure, ocean research, 
and education to inspire environmental 
awareness and connect communities 
across the hemisphere.

Throughout the voyage, the crew is 
collecting data on ocean health, kelp 
forests, and surface conditions while 
deploying cutting-edge instruments 
that measure temperature, salinity, 
and currents. In partnership with 
scientists and educators, their findings 
deepen our understanding of changing 
marine ecosystems.

Beyond research, One Island, One Ocean 
is a floating classroom. Through live, 
interactive lessons and digital outreach, 
students around the world have joined 
the crew virtually to learn about marine 
science, sustainability, and global 
stewardship, proving that curiosity and 
discovery truly have no borders.

After a challenging leg from Nova Scotia 
through storms in the Atlantic Ocean, 
the team is now docked in Bermuda, 
taking time to rest, repair, and prepare 
for their next phase southward through 
the Caribbean. With their mission to unite 
science, storytelling, and education, 
the One Island, One Ocean expedition 
continues to show what is possible  
when passion meets purpose on  
the open water.

Track One Ocean’s Location
oneis landoneocean.com

ELEVATES COMMUNITY SPIRIT

Follow their journey 
and live classrooms at 
oneislandoneocean.com 

oneislandoneocean oneisland.oneocean

oneislandoneocean
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The Stella Rolph Memorial Scholarships 
awarded their first scholarships this 
academic year, bringing to life the vision 
of a longtime Skagit County resident 
who saw education as a powerful 
force for opportunity and community 
transformation.

Established through the estate of 
Stella Rolph of Burlington, who passed 
away in December 2022, the endowed 
fund totals more than $1.7 million. 
Managed through the SVC Foundation’s 
endowment, the fund ensures that 
Stella’s generosity supports students for 
generations to come.

The gift endowed two scholarships that 
support 20 SVC students annually — 10 
completing their associate degrees 
and 10 SVC graduates transferring 
to four-year universities. This year’s 
recipients continue their studies at 
Washington State University, University 
of Washington, Western Washington 
University, and Oregon State University, 
carrying forward the Cardinal spirit as 
they continue their academic journeys.

“Stella was funny, smart, curious, and 
humble,” said her niece, Cheryll Peterson. 
“She lived a simple life and was very 
generous. She saw education as central 
to how she could help others.”

Rolph’s relationship with SVC began more 
than two decades ago when she joined a 
Community Education fitness class taught 
by Susan Deschenes. Over 20 years of 
participation, she built lasting friendships 
and became an active member of the 
class community. “Stella attended my 
wedding and baby shower — that’s how 
close we became,” Deschenes recalled. 
The group not only exercised together 
but also supported local fundraisers and 
community events.

Born and raised in the Bayview area, 
Rolph graduated from Burlington-
Edison High School in 1946. She and 
her husband, Lloyd, spent much of their 
married life in Seattle before returning 
to Burlington after her retirement from 
United Airlines.

“Stella’s extraordinary gift reflects 
the deep connection our community 
shares with the college,” said Kathleen 
Petrzelka, Executive Director of the 
SVC Foundation. “Her generosity and 
vision open doors for SVC students, 
empowering them to dream of continuing 
to four-year universities with the 
encouragement and support of the 
college and community behind them.”

Through the Stella Rolph Memorial 
Scholarships, Stella’s thoughtful act of 
giving has become a legacy, celebrating 
education, friendship, and the power of 
community to change lives. 

THE STELLA 
ROLPH GIFT:

HELPING 
CARDINALS 
TAKE FLIGHT

SUPPORT THE  
SVC FOUNDATION

skagitfoundation.org

She saw 
education 
as central to 
how she could 
help others.
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ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents	  $2,193,883
Pledges receivable	  $47,896
Advances due from Skagit Valley College	  $287,592
Cash held for endowment	  $195,969
Investments	  $25,207,185
Property and equipment, net	  $2,923,193
Other assets	  $4,584
TOTAL ASSETS:	  $30,860,302

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities	  $21,030
Advances due to Skagit Valley College	  $339,104
Deferred sponsorship support	  $84,218
Tenant security deposits and prepaid rent	  $27,173
Passthrough funds held as agent	  $19,410
TOTAL LIABILITIES:	  $490,935

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions	
Board Designated – Endowments	  $1,861,861
Board Designated – Endowments for Operating Reserve	  $101,478
Board Designated – Campus View Village	  $1,643,116
Board Designated – Booster Club	  $267,329
Total Board Designated	  $3,873,784
Undesignated	  $2,120,976
Total Without Donor Restrictions	  $5,994,760
With Donor Restrictions	  $24,374,607
Total Net Assets	  $30,369,367
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	  $30,860,302

Statement of Financial Position
June 30, 2025

Impact Report 2024-25

Kathleen Petrzelka
Executive Director SVC Foundation

Dear Friends, 

We are delighted to share that during the 2024–25 academic year, the SVC 
Foundation awarded more than $1.1 million in scholarships and over $665,000 in 
program funds to support student success. Thanks to your generosity, our endowment 
has reached $25 million, creating a lasting source of scholarships, program support, 
emergency funds, and childcare assistance. These resources help students stay in 
school, graduate, and pursue their dreams. 

Philanthropy is an act of imagination, envisioning a world of possibility and taking 
intentional steps to make that vision a reality. Through your generosity, you help build 
the world we aspire to see: one where every student has access to opportunity and 
education transforms lives and strengthens communities. 

As we look ahead to SVC’s Centennial in 2026, we are reminded of the power of 
education to shape the future. This milestone represents a century of learning and a 
legacy of giving — a celebration of the college’s history and of the vital role you play in  
its continued success. 

On behalf of our students, their families, and our community, thank you for your 
partnership and for sharing your generosity with SVC. John Sternlicht, President

SVC Foundation Board of Governors 
Economic Development Alliance  
of Skagit County (EDASC), CEO

The Candid/GuideStar Platinum seal is the highest 
possible rating attainable by a nonprofit organization, 
and indicates that the SVC Foundation exceeds nonprofit 
industry standards. This prestigious designation sets the 
SVC Foundation apart in demonstrating our ethical and 
transparent practices to the public.

AWARDED TO SUPPORT  
VITAL COLLEGE PROGRAMS  
AND FUNDS FOR STUDENTS

IN SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDEDAWARDED TO SUPPORT  

VITAL COLLEGE PROGRAMS 
IN SCHOLARSHIPS 

AWARDED

$1.1MMORE 
THAN

MORE 
THAN $1.9M MORE 

THAN $665K
RAISED IN CASH, PLEDGES, 

AND IN-KIND GIFTS
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: 
Emma Johnson  
STRENGTH IN  
EVERY SPARK
SVC Foundation Scholarship Recipient  
and NWAC Volleyball Champion

For Eduardo Estevez, the path to college 
success has not always been smooth.  
As a first-generation student, Army 
veteran, and single parent, he has 
faced his share of challenges but also 
discovered the power of community at 
Skagit Valley College.

While pursuing his associaates degree in 
Kinesiology at SVC, an unexpected flat 
tire threatened to upend his progress. “I 
rely on my car to get to class and work,” 
he said. “Without it, I risked missing school 
and falling behind.”

Help came through the Student 
Emergency and Childcare Fund, 
which provided the financial support 
needed to repair his car and keep him 
moving forward. “That assistance meant 
everything,” Eduardo shared. “And 
reminded me that people at SVC truly 
care about students and their success.”

Today, Eduardo is continuing his 
education at Western Washington 
University and is working toward a 
bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology. He 
plans to become an athletic coach or 
exercise psychologist. 

“It is thanks to the support I received from 
SVC that I am here now,” he said. “That 
moment of help made a huge difference 
and kept me from giving up. Now I can 
build a better life for myself and my 
family.”

Funds like these are lifelines for students 
who face sudden financial obstacles 
and help cover essentials such as 
transportation, rent, basic needs, or 
childcare. For many, including Eduardo, 
this support keeps their education  
within reach.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: Eduardo Estevez
SUPPORT THAT OPENS DOORS
Recipient of Student Emergency Funds

“The Student Emergency and Childcare 
Fund helps students like me continue 
pursuing our dreams,” he said. “It reminds 
us that even when times are tough, we 
are not alone.”

Gary Knutzen Memorial Scholarship, 
Kathy Harris Wolfe Scholarship, the 
Melvin and Oscar Peterson/Henry 
Tenneson Memorial Scholarship, and the 
Soroptimist International of Burlington 
Trades Scholarship. Each award provides 
stability and reduces financial stress, 
empowering her to succeed in the 
classroom, at home, and on the court.

“These scholarships represent belief in 
me,” Emma said. “It shows that someone 
recognizes how hard I have worked and is 
willing to support me as I move forward.”

After graduation, Emma plans to 
become a Certified Welding 

Inspector (CWI), an advanced 
certification achieved by few 
in the industry. She plans to 
continue building her skills 
and encourage others to 
pursue careers in the trades.

“I am proud of how far I 
have come,” said Emma. 

“Every challenge has 
made me stronger and 

more determined to 
succeed.” 

Emma Johnson’s strength has been 
earned through perseverance, hard work, 
and an unwavering belief that challenges 
can become opportunities.

As a member of SVC’s 2024 championship 
volleyball team, Emma knows what it takes 
to push her limits. “This team earned SVC’s 
first-ever NWAC Volleyball Championship 
through their hard work, commitment, 
and fearless approach,” said Mitch 
Freeman, SVC Athletic Director. That same 
determination fuels Emma’s pursuit of her 
associates in Welding Technology, where 
she is forging her own path.

Growing up, Emma watched her 
mother work tirelessly to care 
for her and her siblings despite 
facing serious health challenges. 
That example of strength and 
sacrifice continues to inspire 
Emma’s drive. “My mom is 
my biggest motivation,” she 
shared. “She has shown 
me what perseverance  
truly means.”

In addition to being 
an SVC Athletics 
Scholarship 
recipient, Emma 
was awarded the 

SUPPORT THE 
STUDENT EMERGENCY 
AND CHILDCARE 
FUND HERE
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Samantha Torres’ pursuit of higher 
education as more than a personal goal: it 
is a promise to her two young children for 
a brighter, more secure future.

“As a mother of two, going to college is 
not just for me, it’s for them,” she said. 
“Every assignment I finish, every class I 
attend, is one step closer to building the 
life I want for my family.”

Her journey has not been easy. A first-
generation college student, Samantha 
has supported herself since the age of 16. 
As a young mother, she was determined 
to provide her children with stability and 
opportunity despite limited resources. 
Balancing full-time coursework in SVC’s 
Nursing Program with long work hours 
and parenting demands discipline and 
tremendous sacrifice.

Recently, Samantha reached out for help 
through the Student Emergency and 
Childcare Fund, her request was modest 
— $100 to buy groceries and $1,000 to 
help cover childcare while she continues 
her studies.

“Every quarter I find myself struggling,” 
she shared. “I work as many hours as I can, 
but I still make only about $2,000 a month. 
Missing work to complete assignments 
means losing income, but it’s a sacrifice I 
have to make to earn my degree.”

She plans to use the support to provide 
essentials for her family — meals, school 
lunches, and necessities like wipes 
and household items. “Every bit of help 
means stability for my children” she said. 
“And a chance to keep moving forward.”

Samantha’s dream is to become a 
pediatric registered nurse, inspired by 
the compassion of the nurses who once 
cared for her family.

“That experience changed me,” she 
reflected. “It showed me that nursing 
is about more than medicine, it’s about 
empathy, patience, and strength.”

Support from the Student Emergency 
and Childcare Funds makes it possible 
for student-parents like Samantha to 
continue their education while caring for 
their families.

“This help means I can focus on school 
instead of worrying about whether I can 
afford dinner,” she said. “It gives me 
hope that I can build a better life for my 
kids and shows them what perseverance 
looks like.”

Samantha’s story illustrates how the 
Student Emergency and Childcare Fund 
keeps the dream of education alive for 
students striving to build a better future.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:

Samantha Torres’
PERSEVERENCE AND PROMISE
Student Emergency and Childcare Fund Recipient

Nursing is a calling for Andrew Tiznado, 
one defined by perseverance and lived 
experience. Now in his second year of 
Skagit Valley College’s Nursing Program, 
Andrew began his journey as a certified 
nursing assistant and is working toward 
becoming a registered nurse.

After overcoming significant health 
challenges, Andrew found inspiration in 
the compassion of the nurses who cared 
for him. “Those experiences showed me 
the kindness and respect a nurse can offer 
a patient,” he said. “Now I want to provide 
that same care for others.”

Andrew chose SVC because it felt like 
home. “This is my college,” he said. “I 
struggled through high school, but at SVC 
I discovered my learning style and found 
the support I need to succeed.”

The Stella Rolph SVC Scholarship and 
the SVC Student Nurse Club: Practicing 
Heroes Scholarship support Andrew in his 
studies by covering the cost of textbooks, 
uniforms, and travel to and from hospitals 
and nursing homes for clinicals. “These 
scholarships give me the time and 
resources to concentrate on becoming the 
best nurse I can be,” he said.

Andrew is active in SVC’s Nursing Club 
and plans to continue his education to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in nursing. “I am 
not the same person I was when I started 
here,” he reflected. “That person would 
be proud to see how far I have come.”

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: 
Andrew Tiznado
TAKING THE NEXT 
STEP IN NURSING
Stella Rolph and SVC Nursing  
Club Scholarship Recipient

Student Emergency and  
Childcare Funds Awarded:

 $200,676 to 210 Students
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SKAGIT VALLEY COLLEGE  
FOUNDATION

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

John Sternlicht, President
EDASC, CEO

Brian Gentry, Vice-President
Landed Gentry, President/Principal

Amy Hong, Treasurer
Financial Advisor, Barrett Financial

Margaret Rojas, Secretary
North Sound Behavioral Health,  

Assistant Director

Janie Beasley
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community,  

Director of Enrollment (Retired)

Tracy Hascall
H.F. Sinclair, Process Safety 

Manager (Retired)

Todd Krantz
Savi, Powered by Harborstone Credit Union, 

Vice President

Danielle Martin
REALTOR® Windermere 

Real Estate/Skagit Valley

Tim Rawlins
Columbia Bank, Vice President

Dave Ryberg
Baird Wealth Management,  
Financial Advisor (Retired)

Nancy Rytand-Carey
Mocean Canoes and Kayaks, 

Co-Owner and CFO

Andrew Schuh
Skagit Law Group PLLC, Partner

Charlie Wend
Skagit County Sherriff’s Office,  

Chief Corrections Deputy (Retired)

Isaac Williams 
Edward Jones, Financial Advisor

Education has always been about grit 
and determination for Colby Nasin, a 
foundation for building a meaningful 
future. Colby graduated from Sedro-
Woolley High School in 2025 with a 3.97 
GPA, balancing academic excellence with 
athletics and community involvement.

Now a student in SVC’s Welding 
Technology program, Colby is taking the 
first step toward his long-held dream of 
becoming a journeyman pipeline welder. 
“I’ve been interested in welding since 
seventh grade,” he said. “It’s hands-on, 
challenging, and something I know I’ll love 
doing every day.”

Receiving the Kathy Harris Wolfe 
Scholarship makes it possible for 
Colby to focus fully on his studies. “This 
scholarship takes a lot of stress off my 
shoulders,” he shared. “It helps me 
concentrate on learning without worrying 
about debt. I’m grateful for the support 
and the belief in my future.”

After SVC, Colby plans to travel the 
country as a welder, then return to Skagit 
County to build a home of his own.

“The generosity of donors like Kathy 
Harris Wolfe inspires me to work harder,” 
he said. “I want to honor that support by 
doing my best in school and giving back.”

Colby reflects the spirit of SVC, where 
hard work and hope come together to 
build bright futures for students and  
the communities they serve.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: 
Colby Nasin
BUILDING A  
FUTURE THROUGH  
HARD WORK  
AND HEART
Kathy Harris Wolfe 
Scholarship Recipient

New
Skagit Valley College celebrated a 
special moment this spring with the 
unveiling of new baseball and softball 
scoreboards, made possible through 
the generous support of the National 
Electrical Contractors Association  
(NECA) Cascade Chapter and the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW) Local 191.

During a ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
April 12, college leaders, student-athletes, 
and community partners gathered to 

honor this exciting upgrade to SVC’s 
athletic facilities. The new scoreboards 
not only enhance the experience for 
players and fans but also stand as a 
symbol of what can be achieved  
through strong partnerships and 
community generosity.

SVC extends heartfelt thanks to NECA 
and IBEW Local 191 for their commitment 
to student success and for helping our 
Cardinals shine on and off the field.

A Home Run for the Cardinals
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ENDOWMENTS

A.J. Osterman  
Memorial Scholarship

AAUW Whidbey  
Island Scholarship

Achievement Scholarship
Alberta Schulz Scholarship
Alex J. Peterson  

Memorial Scholarship
Alice and Harold Kenney 

Scholarship
Alice and Monty Niles Memorial 

Scholarship
Allenbach Exceptional Faculty 

Endowment
Anne Richards Scholarship
Auction Endowment
B. Hamilton McDearmid 

Scholarship
Benjamin M. Root  

Memorial Scholarship
Brandon Koetje Scholarship
Brian A. Benike Scholarship
Bruce and Debra Lisser 

Scholarship
C. Harry and Anne  

Williams Scholarship
Carlos R. Ordóñez  

Memorial Scholarship
Cascade Mall Scholarship
Champions Scholarship 

Endowment
Charles ‘Chuck’ Carroll  

Memorial Scholarship
Childcare Assistance Fund
Cindy King Memorial Scholarship
Clarence and Eileen Summers 

Scholarship
Commander William  

Overby Scholarship
Dave Mumford Theatre 

Technician Endowment
Dave Quall Champions 

Scholarship
Denise Noble and Beverly 

Erickson Scholarship
Diane R. Groves Memorial 

Nursing Scholarship
Dick Nelson  

Scholarship Fund
Don Finsen Culinary Arts 

Scholarship
Don Finsen Culinary  

Program Endowment
Don Nulle Accounting 

Scholarship
Doug Rowell  

Memorial Scholarship
Dr. Ernest Tutt  

Memorial Scholarship
Dr. George Hodson  

Memorial Scholarship
Dr. Ian Black Scholarship
Dr. Maynard and Selma Johnson 

Medical Fund
Esther Woodford Taylor 

Scholarship
Eva Gordon Memorial 

Endowment
Everett and Elmyra Dalton 

Scholarship

Exceptional Faculty Challenge
Exceptional Faculty Endowment
F.W. Buhrman Scholarship
Ferguson Foundation 

Endowment
First Generation  

Endowed Scholarship
Gary and Tamera Tollefson 

Opportunity for  
Excellence Scholarship

Gary Knutzen  
Memorial Scholarship

George W. Wallace Accounting 
Scholarship

Gerald Jordheim  
Memorial Endowment

Global Initiatives Endowment
Guy Anderson and Deryl Walls 

Art Scholarship
Harold and Annabelle Kloke 

Scholarship
Harold and Nelle Creel 

Scholarship
Harry and Myra Roller Memorial 

Nursing Scholarship
Hayes Family Scholarship
Helen Larm Agriculture 

Scholarship
Herbert Drummond Memorial 

Library Endowment
Hollamon Berg  

Nursing Scholarship
Human Services Scholarship
Irene Schumaker Science 

Scholarship
Irene Schumaker  

Vocational Scholarship
J. George King Scholarship
Jack and Micki Deierlein 

Scholarship
James P. and Mabel Bishop 

Scholarship
Jennie M. Wright  

Memorial Endowment
Jerry and Kathy Clark Memorial 

Scholarship
Jerry Husted Nordic Tug 

Memorial Scholarship
Jim and Fran Ford Scholarship
Jim Sr. and Glenda Hobbs 

Endowment
Joan Nourse Martin Early 

Childhood Scholarship
Joe Reeves Memorial 

Scholarship
John and Susan Meyer  

Legal Scholarship
John Hollenbeck Memorial 

Scholarship
John Terrey Scholarship
John Underwood  

Workforce Scholarship
Jordan Menlewal Shelley 

Memorial Scholarship
Joseph and Anneliese Zauchner 

Scholarship
Joseph T. Zygmanski Scholarship
Katherine V. Cowles Nursing 

Scholarship Endowment
Ken Thiessen | Shirley Hansen 

Scholarship Awards

Kevin Collins Memorial 
Scholarship

Leah G. Hawkinson  
Nursing Scholarship

Lelah Fiker and Kelly  
Fiker Lorenzen  
Nursing Scholarship

Leo Guggemos Scholarship
Lina A. Jacobson Ryan  

Nursing Endowment
Mac and Linda MacGregor 

Scholarship
Mark Arno Casey  

Memorial Scholarship
Mark Drummond  

Memorial Scholarship
Martin Brown Biology 

Scholarship
Matthew Charles Stevens 

Memorial Scholarship
Max and Pauline Dale 

Scholarship
McIntyre Hall Endowment
Melvin and Oscar Peterson / 

Henry Tenneson Memorial 
Endowment

Memorial Endowment Fund
Miriam, Muriel, and  

Lloyd Ivey Scholarship
Mollie McBey, Elsie Duncan, and 

Donald J. McBey Scholarship
Nagatani Family Scholarship
Norwood Cole Library Fund
Osborne Scholarship Award for 

Excellence
Peg Moy and Sheila Moy  

Saul Early Childhood  
Education Scholarship

Percy and Gladys Burns 
Endowment

Pickering Endowment
Pickering Matching Fund
Pollock Endowment
Puget Sound Refinery Fallen 

Workers Memorial Endowment
Ralph R. Crum Memorial 

Scholarship
Removing Barriers Endowment
Richard and Jean Nowadnick 

Life Science Scholarship
Rick Bennett Memorial 

Endowment
Robert and Ann Dursch Sciences 

Scholarship
Robert Dursch Science 

Equipment Fund
Robert E. Fitzgerald Memorial 

Nursing Scholarship
Rucilla’s Scholarship
Ruth and Wallace Crawford 

Memorial Scholarship
Ruth Elfstrom Riggles 

Scholarship
Sara Kaplan Environmental 

Conservation Scholarship
Second Chance Garth H. 

Arneson Memorial Scholarship
Second Chance Julie Zorn 

Memorial Scholarship
Second Chance Scholarship

Settlemyer Family Scholarship
Sharon Cole-Waldschmidt 

Scholarship
Shayla K. Martin  

Memorial Scholarship
Sidney and Fosma Rood 

Scholarship
Sidney H. Clarke  

Memorial Scholarship
Sidney S. McIntyre, Jr.  

SVC Memorial Scholarship
Solveig Atterberry  

Memorial Scholarship
Stella Rolph Memorial  

SVC Scholarship
Stella Rolph Memorial Transfer 

Scholarship
Student Emergency Endowment
Susan Scripps Wood and 

Leighton Wood Scholarship
SVC Marine Technology 

Scholarship
SVC San Juan Center 

Scholarship
SVC Student Nurse Club: 

Practicing Heroes Scholarship
T. Joy Memorial Endowment
Texaco Envionmental 

Endowment
The Bojan M. Kuure  

Nursing Scholarship
The Carter Friends and Family 

Scholarship
The Jesus Guillen  

Memorial Scholarship
The VanderStoep Scholarship
Theresa Babcock  

Memorial Scholarship
Thomas and Martina Horn 

Scholarship
Vonda Lynne Polinkus  

Memorial Scholarship
Wade and Fran Schroeder 

Scholarship
Wallie and Mary Ann Funk 

Scholarship
Washington Restaurant 

Association Prostart 
Scholarship

Whidbey Island Bank  
Golf Classic Scholarship

Wilbur Ivey Scholarship
William and Kathleen Massey 

Endowed Scholarships
William D. Werner  

Memorial Scholarship
William E. Mowrer Scholarship
William Werner Opportunity for 

Excellence Endowment
Women’s Study Club of  

San Juan Island Scholarship
Yoko Hisaki Memorial 

Scholarship

The Skagit Valley College Foundation is honored to manage 154 endowed funds and more than 100 annual 
scholarships and program funds. These endowments provide lasting support for SVC students, helping to 
ensure access to education for generations to come.
We are grateful for the trust placed in us to steward these funds and for the visionaries whose generosity 
makes these opportunities possible for countless future SVC students.
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Tribute gifts made between July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025.

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Elizabeth and Kenneth Cave
William and Kathleen Massey
Northwest Portland Area Indian 

Health Board
David and Susan Rockefeller

VISIONARY CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Beth Blosten and Tom Linder
Diane Knutzen
Estate of Stella Rolph
Sandra Russell

CHAMPION CIRCLE
Aspen Power Catamarans
BP North America
Ferguson Foundation
Phylis Hollamon
David and Ann Thomson Mann
Moccasin Lake Foundation
Estate of Dr. James E. Monroe
National Marine  

Distributors Association
Soroptimist International  

of Anacortes
The Norcliffe Foundation
Tucker Family Foundation
WECU
Kathy Wolfe

AMBASSADOR CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
David Eichler
Gene Haas Foundation
Mary and Joe Gleason
HF Sinclair
Larry and Patricia Hilliard
Estate of Kathleen Leander
Patrick and Mary Lyons
Mount Vernon School District
John W. Osberg
Puget Sound Energy Foundation
George and Sheila Saul
Linda Larson and Clifford Sells
Skagit Community Foundation
Sno-Isle Libraries Foundation
Soroptimist International  

of Burlington

Swinomish Indian  
Tribal Community

Ron and Rita VanderStoep
WA Student Achievement 

Council
George and Grace Wallace 

Charitable Fund

FOUNDERS CLUB 
Anacortes Chamber  

of Commerce
Anacortes Public  

Library Foundation
Anonymous (2)
Baird Private Wealth 

Management
Becht
BECU
Kathryn Bennett
Birch Equipment
Eugene and Angie Bosetti 

Charitable Fund
Jyl Bruns
Anne and David Clark
David Collingwood
Consulate of Mexico
Thomas Elliott and Corinne 

Richardson M/V Isla Mera
Roger and Leslie Estep
David Groves
Mary Ann Hatfield
Larry and Katy Jensen
Diane and Mark Johnson
Debra and Bruce Lisser
Martin Family Foundation
Jason McFadyen
Diane Morton and Wendy Cobb
Northwest Plus Credit Union
Northwest Rigging Inc.
P.E.O. Chapter GB
Kathleen and Daniel Petrzelka
Susan and Dale Ragan
Rotary Club of North Whidbey 

Island Sunrise
TRICO Companies, LLC
Tulalip Tribe
Universal Plant Services of 

Northern California at WA
Christopher and Diane Villa
Sonali Virendra

Whidbey Community Foundation
Chandler Williamson and 

Daphne Ford

FUTURES CLUB 
Air Liquide
Celina and Claudio Angulo
Anonymous (2)
Tanya Atilano
Banner Bank
Michael Beemer
Michael Berry
Brand Energy Solutions LLC
Carl and Carmen Bruner
Dan and Mary Beth Budzynski
Michael and Nancy Carey
Rod and Karen Carter
David Gordon Christian
Distribution International
Kathy and Dennis Doll
Jordan Garrett
Brad Gisvold
Rene Godina
Byron Hill
Island Thrift
Jack and Shirley McIntyre 

Foundation
Lisa and Mike Janicki
Janicki Industries
Ann Klitzke
Jane Lenz
Landy and Kevin McGrath
Mills Electric
Brent and Denise Morrow
Mountain Pacific Bank
New York Life
Kati and Luis Ortiz
Performance Contracting, Inc
Performance Mechanical, Inc.
Jeffery Pleet and Cynthia Casey
Powertek
Margaret Rojas and Daja Zboril
Yadira and Josue Rosales
Amy Rusko
David Ryberg and Joan Penney
Eric Shen and Betty Carteret
Skagit Audubon Society
Skagit Valley Pickleball
Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians

Stronghold Companies
Swinomish Casino and Lodge
Megan and Joel Thomas
Trans Mountain
Kent Turner and Ellen Anderson
United Steelworkers  

Local 12-591
VECA
WAFD Insurance Group
Ed and Heather Webb
Anne Will and James Winchester

LEADERSHIP CLUB 
Pam and Tom Allen
Analytic Stress Relieving
Ancon Industrial Services
Jim and Joyce Anderson
Nancy and Eric Anderson
Robb and Julie Anderson
Jean and Bret Andrich
Anonymous (5)
Anvil Corporation
Avalon Golf Links
Dony Batcheller
John and Ellen Baumann
Julia Berger
Brandsafway
Brinderson
Christopher and  

Barbara Buffington
Cascade Natural Gas
Central Welding Supply
Tony Chang
Jenny Cherry
Ken and Sue Christianson
James Ciecko and  

JoAnne Myers-Ciecko
Mike Cogan
Mike and Stacy Cogar
David Cole
Dakota Art Store
Pam and Ken Davis
Mariko Doerner
Robin Donovan
Dwayne Lane’s Auto Group
Cissy Fisher and Rish Pavelec
Colleen and Chad Fisher
Jennifer Price and  

Richard N. Fleischman

Hazel Bartley
Wes Blackburn
Mark Arno Casey
Jerome Chandler
Jerry and Kathleen Clark
Nancy Clark
Christopher Cole
Sherrie Collingwood
Keven R. Collins
Ray Cresap, beloved grandfather 

and lover of music

Joan Dickhaus
James G. Donovan
Dr. James Ford
Dr. H. Harlow Hayes
Jerry Carpenter Husted
Gary Knutzen
T.J. Lamont
J. David and Kathleen Leander
Lucas “Buck” Mallon – 
	 PLEA Class 2010
Jerry Martin

Corey Mendoza
Dr. James Monroe
Jim Monroe
Alex J. Peterson
Helga Young Petkovich
Vonda Lynne Polinkus
Stan Poppe
Allene Quall
Cheri Relyea
Benjamin Root
Kate Rose

Jordan Shelley
Martin Sternlicht
Our mothers, Nell Turner and 

Nancy Anderson Donnan
Paul Turvill
Dr. Ernest Tutt
Leo Waldschmidt
Sharon Cole-Waldschmidt
Fred Walgren
Gary Wallin
Guthrie Zempel

 

IN HONOR OF

 

IN MEMORY OF

El Grito
Jason Grinaker
Genevieve Hopf
Allen Ivey
Miriam and Lloyd Ivey
Dr. Diane Johnson

Beverly Keyes
Makena Maldonado
Edgar Martinez
Betty Meyers – my mom 
Carmen Perez
Leadership Whidbey 

Lil Timmy
Nichole Sargent 
– Happy Birthday!
Jim Stuve, Adam Frost, and Sam 

Redstone. Three people who 
taught me the meaning of 
generosity. 

Harry Tobin
Amanda Winslow
Students in Need

 

DONORS
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DONORS (contd.)

Flowserve Corporation
Jason Grinaker
Hampton Lumber
Allen and Mary Ivey
Ozell Jackson III
Peter and Susan Janicki
JH Kelly, Inc.
Andy and Karine Johansen
Keith and Laura Johansen
Steven J. Jones
Thomas and Maria Keegan
Chantel Keller
Kendall Subaru of Marysville
Chris Kiel and Sherri Blevins
Mary Beth Kinney
Lakeside Industries
Pat Lamont and Jason Lamont
Leonard and Lorena Landon
Sandy and Darrin Leber
Steven Leverett
Christy Lindell
Flora and Rafael Lucatero
Keith and Joan Magee
Sally Maylor
MDU Resources Foundation
Krista Morgenthaler
Northwest Hot Spring Spas, Inc.
James and Carolyn Nowadnick
NW Mopars Unlimited
Megan Scott O’Bryan and  

Matt O’Bryan
Thomas Oliver
Olson Family
Jacobus Oschmann
Thomas Ozretich
P.E.O. Chapter HO
P.E.O. Chapter HP
PACCAR Foundation
Claire Peinado
Mitchel Pepper
Marisa Pierce
Reisner Distributor, Inc.
Rotary Club of Burlington
Vhari Rust-Clark and Alan Clark
Salal Chapter Washington Native 

Plant Society
SaviBank
Sierra Pacific Foundation
Skagit County
Skagit Publishing
Judith Smith
John Sternlicht and James Finley
Jeff and Stacy Stewart
James Stinnett
Structural Technologies
Stephen and Linda Summers
Carolyn Tucker and  

Paula Christilaw
Penny Turvill
Grady and Alicia Tweit
U.S. Metals
Bruce and Ann Van Tassell
Niki and JR Walters
Charlie and Karen Sue Wend
Anna and Todd Wright
Don and Misti Writer

CARDINAL CLUB
Jorge and Cynthia Aguirre
Lucille Atilano
Anna Baker
Marisol Bejarano
Joshua Berger
Kate Biringer
Graeme Blake
Ron and Sharon Brown
Jenni Burns
Chris Cammock
Debra Castle
Andy and Kristen Cline

Joan Cresap
John and Gina Daly
Leah and Tom Eberle
EDASC Foundation
Christian Ellifritt
Erika and Drew Enloe
Julie Feetham
Beth Frazier
Charles Frisk
Alvin Fritz
Amy Gustafson
Suzanne Hahn
Julian Deryl Hart and  

Pascale Michel
Duane and Lynn Henson
Mark Hillman
Susan B. Hopf Family Trust
Marianne Hunter
Lindsay Johnson
Debra and Doug Lancaster
Jennifer Lawson
Jason Lind
Maritime Fabrications Inc.
Terri Matzko
Karen Mauden
Carolyn McNeill
Ronni Metz
Libby Mills and Rusty Kuntze
Brian and Katy Murphy
Sierra Nelson
Kara Ney
North Cascade Region Vintage 

Chevrolet Club
North Puget Sound Association 

of Realtors
Kim O’Neill
OneMain Financial
Nancy and Bruce Orr
Gateway Transmissions Inc.
Karin and Chris Peck
Malia Marie Pickett
Pilchuck Tree Farm
Pye Barker Fire
Kathleen Root
Jan Kincaid Rystrom
Kristine Schmaltz and  

Michael Sible
Lauren Schmunk
Scott and Lenee Schyuller
Shawn O’Donnell’s Restaurant
Theodore Shipley
Brad and Karissa Sokol
Isaac Spears
Natalia Talo
The Psalm 16:11 Fund
United States Navy
Roger and Pam Valentine
Bryan and Linda Walker
Walton Beverage
William Webb
Whatcom-Skagit Island WSI
Karen and Kevin Winslow
David and Anna Wolfson
Carl Young and Anne Hodgin
Jayden Zaharris

IMPACT CLUB 
Jon and Susan Aarstad
Accesorios Martinez LLC
Barbara and Carlos Aguero
Patricia Alabran
Mark R. Albertine
Deene and Ruth Almvig
Lee Alward
Joe Amaral
Stanley and Alice Amas
Brent Anderson
Angel of the Winds  

Casino Resort
Anonymous (11)
Antojitos El Mangal LLC

Bobbi Ashe
Matthew Atilano
Claudia Avendaño Ibarra  

and Jonathan Gutierrez
Tanna Baker
Lori Barian
Pam and Kenny Barnes
Bellingham Golf and  

Country Club
Joshua Berkowitz
Sara Bernardy
Elena A. Bianco
Patty and Dan Binion
Rebecca Blankinship
Mary Boice
Eloise Borbe
Karina Borja-Hurtado
Philip Bowles
Jane Brandt
Glen and Martha Brechlin
Tawny Bridge-Pope
Rose and John Brierley
Richard Brocksmith and  

Eleven Vexler
Jennifer and Eric Brooks
Anne Brooks Middleton  

and Jack Middleton
Nancy Brown
Peter and Laurel Browning
Patrick Burden
Cait Burns
Guenevere Burns
Stephanie Butenschoen
Brandy Butler
Suzanne Butler
Martha Cabello
Neta and Jim Cahill
Tracy and Jerry Carr
Maria Carrillo
Brandon and Laura Carter
Phil and Madelyn Case
Joe Casella and  

Melissa Ferguson
Tina Castellanos
Alicia Castro
Celia Chandler
Austin and Shannon Claeys
Brian and Mary Clark
Nicole Cochran
Sharon Cole-Waldschmidt
Joan Collins
Lenora Cook
Shad and Lisa Cooper
Margaret and Don Coppock
Lynette and David Cram
Liz Crenna
Bibiana Cruz
Regina Daly
Tuan Dang
Virginia Darvill
Ben and Erin Davidson
Kim Davis
Mary Deaton and Duncan West
Michael and Brenda DeFrank
Bill and Angela Dejong
Adam DeKay
Peggy Demeyer
Donald Denney
Susan and Dave Deschenes
Ray and Rebecca Devries
Diedrich Espresso
Peter and Janna Donovan
Nancy and George Dooley
Ron Dow
Justin and Kylee Dowe
Andrea Downs
Scott and Rachel Drafs
Kathleen A DuBois
Kurt Dunbar
Kelsey Edge

Alissa Edge
Craig and Noma Edwards
Brian Eitner
Express Personnel Services
ExxonMobil
Julie Farmer
Laura Flores Cailloux
Flyers Restaurant and Brewery
Lisa and David Forsythe
Lindsey Franger
Daniel and Kelly Freeman
CJ and Spring Freeman
Terry and Chris Freeman
Friend UKOGF
Lynn Fritz
Mike Fryrear
Betty H. Fuller
Angelica Garcia
Vela Bonita
Chris and Sue Gaudette
Brian and Alexis Gentry
Lila Ghising
Kerry Godes
Lynn Goebel
Nate Goodman
Ellen and Philip Goulding
Daniel Graber
Darren Greeno and  

Leah Hornaday
Martha Griswold and  

William Ivey
Linda Rafael Hadley
Jay Ham and Janet Hersey
Ann and Jake Hardy
Tony Harris
Patti Hart
Judy and Jim Harvey
Claver Hategekimana
Belinda and Bill Hawkins
Janice Hayes
Erik Hesla
Janet Heverling
Lyn and John Highet
Marcia Hild
Kristina Hines
Glenda Hobbs
Paul Holthouse
Jonathan Hopf
Laura Hopf
John and Bonney Howe
Carl and Jeri Howell
Carol Huber and David Harrell
Roxanne Hulet
Scholten Equipment
Mary Iverson
John and Julianne Ivey
Scott Jackson
Ed and Wanda Jaramillo
Allenda Jenkins
Jim and Mary Jennings
Jason and Kaitlyn Jewett
Rufina Jimenez
Mark and Jeanne Johnson
Rita Johnson
David E Johnson
Sandy Jordan and  

Amber Randall
Elvia Juarez
Jordan Keithley
Bailey and Bryson Kelley
Romany Kerr
Aaron and Emily Klesick
Greg and Kathi Knutzen
Sofia Kohfield
Gretchen Krampf and Paul King
Frank and Nancy Krook
Gavin Kvangnes
Shelley Lacey
Andrew Landis
Bristal and Jimmy Latham
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Mark and Barbara Leander
Sherry Lehn
Linfeng Li
Jan and Mike Liepman
Laura Lopez
Teri and Dan MacPhee
Fay Mafnas
Maria Magana
Mama Bear Insurance Services
Marcia Hunt
Becky Martin
David Martin
Edgar Martinez
Cynthia Mason
Island Trollers
Aisha Mayfield
Ginny McAlpine
Jennifer McFarland
Beth McGuire
Sidney McHarg
Phyllis and Donald McKeehen
Liz McNett Crowl
Debra Merritt
Sandra and Bill Mersereau
Merina S Metz
John and Susan Meyer
Midas Auto Service
Michael and Deborah Mikota
Fred and Arlene Miller
Alison and Mark Miller
James Mirabile
Kathryn Moffett
Kelley and Karen Moldstad
Michael and Mary Moore
Gary and Ann Moore
Ken and Jenni Morrison
Mount Vernon Police Dept.
Kathy Nansel
George and Susan Nelson
New Life at the Well Church
Nancy Nordhoff and Lynn Hays
Tom Norris
North Coast Credit Union
Ilan Nyska

Yoden I Ortmannwight
Larry and Lisa Otos
Shelly-Larry Parfitt
Danya Parker
Tom Pasma and Sue Sultze
David and Rachel Paul
Mike and Monica Peinado
Mary Pelton
Veronica Perez
Anne Perry
Chad Pettay and Erik Casynn
Coco Phillip
Brad and Joanne Phillips
Doug Pierce
William and Janet Polinkus
Rod and Norma Poppe
Margaret Potter
Sean Powell and Angela  

Fraser-Powell
Gail Powers
Meg Powers
Helen Price Johnson  

and David Johnson
Robert Pringle
PTO, Inc.
Ashley Queen
Tim and Nancy Raschko
Regency on Whidbey
Stan Relyea
Karen Rentko
Aimee and Josh Requa
Sally Richendrfer
Sarah Roberts
Peter Robertson
Noemi Rodriguez
Mark Rohner
Hannah Rohner
Cody Romero
Lillian Root
Karen Rousseau
Dan Ruiz
Charles Rust
Chad Sahnow
Benjamin Saitz

Angela Salazar
David Saldivar
SANA
Paola Sandre
Adam and Jayne Sangder
Eva Santos
Tony and Julie Savoy
Kevin Schmid and LeAnn Strong
Sally Schroeder
Robin Sciarra
Edgar and Gisselle Serrano
Shane Servoss and  

Carly Anderson
Sara Seward
Debbie Shaffer
Gary and Judy Shand
Roxanne Shepard
Malynda Shipley
Ben and Natalie Siekawitch
Cindy Sills
WhidbeyHealth Foundation
Skagit County Commissioners 

and Staff
Skagit Golf and Country Club
Brad K. Smith and Dale Fournier
Linda Smith
Kalan Smith
Smokey Point Concrete  

and Skagit Readymix
Jordan Sneva
Alice and Keith Snyder
Nathaniel and Laine Soria
Amy Soule
Anne Spink
Kristi Spinnie
Jeff Stady
Mary Ann Starkey
Kristen Stavros
Jim and Debi Sterk
Holly Stevens
Brooke Stout
Bella Stout
Peggy Stowe
Sarah and Scott Stuurmans

Sean Sullivan
Elizabeth and Matthew Sullivan
Leigh Anne Sutton
SVC Culinary Arts
Peter Swanson
Anna and Rich Taff
Mel and Alice Takehara
Ann Tanner
The Kingsbury Family Trust
Kyle Thiessen
Jamie and Travis Thomas
Jean Thurber
Robyn Tokunaga
Jennifer Torres
Nelly Torrez Gonzalez
Robert Trainor
Murray and Donna Tweit
Emily and Grant Udlock
Jenny and Brock Veltri
Charlene Villagomez
Sunaina Virendra
Estevan Vivanco Meza
Martha Wallin
James Walters
Laura and Edward Watson
Pam and Scott Wessel-Estes
Renee Westlund
Barbara and David Weymouth
Jake and Jenn Wheeler
Whidbey Island Language, Art, 

and STEM Center LLC
Kelli White-Mellish
Nicole Whittington
Don Wick
Marvin Wilbur Sr. and  

Lenee Schuyler
David Wilder
Jaemee Witmer
Tony Wolden
Brooke Writer
Catherine Wyman

YOU CAN  
GIVE NOW BY 

SCANNING  
HERE 

 

THANK YOU FOUNDATION VOLUNTEERS

Ann Acosta
Barbara Aguero
Silvia Alvarez
Nancy Anderson
Madeleine Anthony
Angela Atwell
Alondra Batista
Janie Beasley
Josefina Beecher
Melissa Belisle
Jennifer Brooks
Sydney Busby
Brenna Casey
Cynthia Casey-Pleet
Jazmin Cecena Ramirez
Nichole Cochran
Joan Collins
Nguyen Dao
Hollie Del Vecchio
Susan Deyo
Leah Eberle
Hannah Escobar
Jenna Estefan
Julie Farmer
Nancy Fey
Melissa Figueroa
Cissy Fisher
Mindy Flores
Janet Gaston
Brian Gentry
Darby Graf

Amy Gustafson
May Haley
Reed Harlow
Patti Hart
Tracy Hascall
Jessica Hatcher
Beverly Havens-Tutt
Alison Hayes
Kristen Hoffbuhr
Amy Hong
Melanie Horowitz-Coyne
Dania Jaramillo
Karen Johnson
Rosa Juarez
Cheryl Kaufman
Matt Kaufman
Jordan Keithley
Tabatha Kless
Todd Krantz
Sandy Leber
Jason Lind
Stepheny Lopez
Sandra Lopez Rodriguez
Bob Malphrus
Gerzon Marin
Esmeralda Marquez
Randy Martin
Danielle Martin
Sally Maylor
Jen McFarland
Wendy Misencik

Joannie Moe
Scott Morris
Brian Murphy
Anita Ordoñez
Nancy Orr
Katie Ortiz
Nyka Osteen
Margie Pederson
Bingham Petrzelka
Harvey Petrzelka
Linda Petrzelka
Elise Pickering
Norah Pickering
Malia Pickett
Marisa Pierce
Susan Pittman
Jeff Pleet
Tim Rawlins
Magdalena Rentería 
Aide Reyna
Hope Rindal
Jareth Rodriguez
Margaret Rojas
Yadira Rosales
Yisele Rosales-Avila
Vhari Rust-Clark
Dave Ryberg
Misty Rydberg
Nancy Rytand-Carey
Cynthia Scaringe
Ray Schoessler

Andrew Schuh
Margaret Simpson
Colleen Smiley
Kalan Smith
Justin Smock
Jose Solorzano
John Sternlicht
SVC Mens and Womens  

Golf Teams
Marin Thyrring
Pamela Torgerson
Theresa Tripp
Griffin Uchida
Grace Vivanco
Denise Ward
Charlie Wend
Isaac Williams
Amanda Winslow
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SVC FOUNDATION
Kathleen Petrzelka

Executive Director

Kylee Dowe
Director of Philanthropy

Kathy Eldred
Assistant Director of  
Foundation Finance

Tanna Baker
Foundation Coordinator

STRATEGIC MARKETING  
AND COMMUNICATIONS

Marisa Pierce
Executive Director

Liz Crookes
Multimedia and Digital Content 

Specialist
Leah McKeogh

Senior Graphic Designer
Peter Goodrich
Web Administrator

Toni Nicolas
Web Developer |  UI/UX Specialist 2

CAMPUS VIEW VILLAGE
Griffin Uchida

Director of Residence Life
Marin Thyrring

Assistant Director of Residence Life
Shannon O’Neil

Administrative Services Manager

skagit.edu/hof

Since 1989, the Skagit Valley 
College Hall of Fame has 
celebrated those who have 
shaped our college and 
community through their 
service, leadership, and 
achievement.

Inductees represent alumni, 
faculty, staff, public officials, 
and community members 
whose dedication and impact 
embody the spirit of SVC.

Nominations are open through 
November 30, we invite you to 
submit your nominations and 
help us recognize individuals 
who make a lasting difference.

Join us as we celebrate the 
2026 inductees on March 20 at 
McIntyre Hall.

Scan the QR code to learn 
more and submit your 
nomination today!

Nominations OPEN through November 30!

Skagit Valley College provides a drug-free environment and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, 
and/or gender identity, pregnancy, genetic information, age, marital status, disability, honorably discharged veteran or military status in its programs and employment. 
If you need disability accommodation at an SVC event, please contact Disability Access Services atdas@skagit.edu. For inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies, 
contact Carolyn Tucker, Vice President of Human Resources/EEO, 360.416.7794 or carolyn.tucker@skagit.edu. For inquiries regarding sexual misconduct compliance, 
contact Title IX Coordinator, Sandy Jordan, 360.416.7923 or sandy.jordan@skagit.edu Mailing address: 2405 E. College Way, Mount Vernon, WA 98273. 25-26-115

Skagit Valley College 2026


