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A. 1.  Program Objective: Preparation of students with the basic academic and personal skills required to obtain a position  

     in the field of early childhood education. 

	2.  Intended Outcome(s)1
	3.  Criteria or Target
	4.  Comparison2
	5.  Assessment Methods or Tools
	6.  When/How Assessment will be Accomplished

	a. Students who complete an ATA or one year certificate in Early Childhood Education (ECE) will demonstrate competency in oral and written communication relevant to ECE.

The intended outcome is the same in breath for both the one year certificate and the two year degree students. The ATA or two year degree students will obtain greater depth in all areas of communication skills.


	80% of ECE students will meet requirements at the time of completion of an ECE certificate or ATA degree.

Tracking to begin fall 2003. 


	Early program and late program work samples will be retained in student portfolios for the ECE-ATA and the ECE certificate student as follows;

A minimum of one written assignment with faculty & student (self) evaluations & a professional resume will be included from the first 20 ECE credits. 

A minimum of two written work samples with faculty & student (self) evaluations & a revised professional resume will be included from the last 20 ECE credits or second year ECE courses. 


	ECE students will select a total of three written assignments for portfolio inclusion from English 101, Speech 123, ECE 215 or any ECE class designated as writing or speech intensive. 

A faculty and a student (self) evaluation will be completed for each included work sample.


	A faculty review of first year ECE student transcripts will indicate a grade of “C” or better in English 101, Speech 123 or ECE 215.

An individual student/faculty program exit interview and conference will occur in the students last quarter before graduation or during ECE 223: Practicum. 

Faculty narrative or rubric evaluations of portfolio work samples will indicate the student has meet level III or higher of the Employability Skills Profile of the WA State ECE Skills Standards in effective writing, reading, listening and speaking skills and strategies. 

	b. Students who complete an ATA or one year certificate in Early Childhood Education (ECE) will demonstrate competency in applying basic arithmetic and mathematical processes.

The intended outcome is the same for one year certificate and two year degree (ATA) students. 


	80% of ECE students 

will meet requirements at the time of completion of an ECE certificate or ATA degree.


	Early program and late program work samples will be retained in student portfolios for the ECE-ATA and the ECE certificate student as follows;

A minimum of one assignment with faculty & student (self) evaluations will be included from the first 20 ECE credits. 

A minimum of one written work sample with faculty & student (self) evaluation will be included from the last 20 ECE credits or second year ECE courses. 


	ECE students will select a total of two assignments for portfolio inclusion from ECE 240: Administration, Management and Supervision of Programs for Children and Families, Math 100 or an elective course designated as a quantitative skills (QS) course.

The criteria for portfolio inclusion is the demonstration of converting, applying , summarizing  or translating mathematical data in a task required for the management of a program for children or families.
	A faculty review of ECE student transcripts will indicate a grade of “C” or better in Math 100: Professional/Technical Applied Math or in another QS-designated elective course and satisfactory completion of two Quantitative Skills assignments from any ECE course.

	c. Students who complete an ATA or certificate in ECE will demonstrate an understanding of and sensitivity to the principles and ethics of ECE as expressed in the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) Code of Ethics.

The intended outcome is the same for one year certificate and two year degree (ATA) students. 


	80% of ECE students will meet requirements at the time of completion of an ECE certificate or ATA degree.

Tracking to begin fall 2003
	ECE Philosophy statements from ECE 100 will be compared to a revised statement created in ECE 223: Practicum or any second year 

ECE course
	A personal philosophy of ECE developed in ECE 100 and rewritten in ECE 223: Practicum or any second year course will be included in a student portfolio.

A student self –reflection, faculty observation and cooperating teacher evaluation will be included in a student portfolio from ECE 223: Practicum.

The completed portfolio must also contain a reflection on their own learning from the beginning to the end of their program studies and a plan for continued professional growth.
	Faculty review of the philosophy statements in the student portfolio. Review will occur in ECE 223: Practicum or in any second year class and be scored at a grade of “B” or higher indicating an understanding of the NAEYC Code of Ethics.



B. 1. Program Objective: Preparation of students with the specific skills, knowledge and abilities required of an entry level position in an early care and education program for young children and their families.

	2.  Intended Outcome(s)1


	3.  Criteria or Target
	4.  Comparison2
	5.  Assessment Methods or Tools
	6.  When/How Assessment will be Accomplished

	c. Upon completion of an ATA in ECE or a one year certificate, students will demonstrate competency in the following NAEYC Associate Program Guidelines, ECE  Skills Standards and SVC General Education Learning Values*;

(1*) promoting child development & learning through the creation of  supportive relationships and healthy, developmentally appropriate learning environments,

(2*) developing, implementing and individualizing curriculum in language, literacy, mathematics, science, social understanding, physical health and the creative arts, 

(3*) observing, documenting & assessing to support children & families, 

(4*) building child, family and community relationships with sensitivity to culture, language and other aspects of human diversity.

The intended outcome is the same in breath for both the one year certificate and the two year degree students. The ATA or two year degree students will obtain greater depth in all competency areas.
	80% of ECE students will meet requirements at the time of completion of an ECE certificate or ATA degree.

Tracking to begin fall 2003. 


	Early program and late program work samples will be retained in student portfolios for the ECE-ATA and the ECE certificate student.

Faculty and student will complete a comparative and reflective narrative on demonstrated competencies from the beginning to the end of program studies.


	Students will select three work samples for each of the four identified skills standards. 

Suggested courses from which to select portfolio materials for specific skills standards are;

(1) ECE 100, 102, 105, ECE 129, 203,240, EDUC 245, 246.

(2) ECE 201, 202,203 230, EDUC 245, 246.

(3) ECE 160, 203,220, 221, 230.

(4) ECE 102, 105, 140, 160, 205, 215, 211, 221.


	Portfolios will be reviewed and graded the Spring or last quarter before graduation.

Students must receive a grade of “C” or higher on each of the twelve work samples.

Grades will be determined though the use of a WA State ECE skills standards rubric. 




Skagit Valley College General Education Learning Values and Outcomes are linked to the ECE program Outcomes as follows:

(1*) promoting child development & learning through the creation of supportive relationships and healthy, developmentally appropriate learning environments, will be demonstrated with documentation of SVC Gen. Ed Outcome - 3. Communication

(2*) developing, implementing and individualizing curriculum in language, literacy, mathematics, science, social understanding, physical health and the creative arts, will be demonstrated with documentation of work samples showing SVC Gen. Ed. Outcome – 2. Critical Thinking.

(3*) observing, documenting & assessing to support children & families, will be demonstrated with documentation of SVC Gen. Ed. Outcome – 1. Information Literacy.

(4*) building child, family and community relationships with sensitivity to culture, language and other aspects of human diversity , will be demonstrated with documentation of SVC Gen. Ed. Outcome – 6. Individual Awareness and Responsibility

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Outcomes should include one or more of the following: 1) Cognitive Learning Outcome, 2) Behavioral Learning Outcome, 3) Affective Learning Outcome, or 4) Attainment Outcome.

2 Note if comparison data or groups are available using 1) pre-test/post-test, 2) baseline data, or 3) regional or national data and a brief description if needed.

 2009-2010 Early Childhood Education/Education Paraprofessional Program Assessment Outcomes

Educational Outcome:

Upon completion of an ATA in ECE, students will demonstrate competency in the following NAEYC Associate Program Guidelines & ECE Skills Standards;

· Developing, implementing and individualizing curriculum in language, literacy, mathematics, science, social/emotional competence, physical health and the creative arts (See especially - ECE 201, 202, 230, EDUC 245).

The department assessment plan for  2009-10 was to examine areas of weakness in student performance in ECE 223 – Practicum and Seminar and plan for changes in teaching Math and Science curriculum based on student performance in early childhood education practicum program sites.  We plan on implementing these changes beginning Spring 2011.
7. What were the results of the assessment(s)?

The CLASS Assessment was used to observe 6 students in the Spring of 2008. All students had completed all degree requirements except for their last quarter of the ECE -ATA. The three dimensions associated with child academic achievement in math and science were assessed for the student teacher’s ability to foster academic learning.
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 Robert C. Pianta, Ph.D., Karen M. La Paro, Ph.D., and Bridget K. Hamre, Ph.D.
	ECE 

SP – ‘08

Practicum and

Portfolios
	Instructional Learning Formats

Faculty Observed
	Concept Development

Faculty Observed
	Quality of Feedback

Faculty Observed

	HIGH-consistently 
	1---11%
	0 – 0%
	1---11%

	MID -sometimes
	5---89%
	4-5---100%
	5—89%

	LOW-infrequently
	0-0%
	0- 0%
	0 -0%

	TOTAL
	6
	6
	6


8. How were the results used to improve? 

Recommended Change in program: We are pleased that have had no graduates who performed in the low range for ability to implement best teaching practices in the areas noted above (i.e., instructional learning formats, concept development and quality of feedback). It is surprising that all scores appear identical to scores over the past four years. We are anticipating that the lower scores improve as school districts and early childhood programs begin to use the Class Assessment Tool as when observing their staff.  We will be working closely with Head Start programs to better collaborate when working with ECE/EDUC Practicum students.  Once again it was not surprising to have novice teachers not score in the high range in these areas, which experienced teachers with BA’s score the lowest in. However our goal is to increase the number of students who have exemplary or high scores in these cognitive growth fostering practice areas. Over 50% of these graduates had limited practical experience.  We plan to review our Math, Science and Social Understand course – ECE 202. We plan to be more explicit in teaching instructional strategies and communication strategies to scaffold teachers learning in this area. 

Recommended Change in program:, advise students to take the ECE 199 and ECE /EDUC 233 - Cooperative Work Experience required four credits earlier (for ECE 199) in the degree program (with a request for explicit supervising teacher feedback earlier in the degree program). 46% of graduating students do not consistently demonstrate or only “sometimes” demonstrate the ability to effectively plan and implement curriculum and learning environments for young children by the end of their degree work. Infuse concept development and instructional strategies that focus on critical thinking more explicitly into the curriculum courses of EDUC 245, ECE 130, 201 and 202. These changes reflect national teacher assessment patterns and new, higher professional expectations to support children with effective instructional strategies in all areas of curriculum development and student learning. It is also noted by ECE faculty that positive teacher skill changes will occur in mentoring or early induction teaching programs (obtained upon employment) and will never be able to be addressed fully in a two year degree program. Survey employers to learn how well students are transitioning into their roles as early childhood educators or child care providers after graduation.
