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Overview

In spring 2008, members of Governance Steering Committee and the SVC Office of Institutional Research collaborated to create a survey to measure the extent to which SVC students thought the current governance structure was effective and also their understanding of current governance procedures.   
Paper survey forms were distributed to students mid-May.   Fifty-one students participated in the survey.  
On May 28, the survey responses were scanned using Remark Office OMR software and the resulting data was entered into a Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) table.  The frequency counts presented in the following tables were generated using that program.  
Perceptions of the Decision-Making Process of the College as a Whole
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements:

Students' viewpoints are well represented under the college system of decision making

	 
	Frequency
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Strongly Disagree
	2
	4.5
	4.5

	 
	Disagree
	3
	6.8
	11.4

	 
	Neutral
	15
	34.1
	45.5

	 
	Agree
	16
	36.4
	81.8

	 
	Strongly Agree
	8
	18.2
	100.0

	 
	Total
	44
	100.0
	

	Missing
	Do not know
	7
	
	

	Total
	51
	
	


Decisions being made under the college decision-making system benefit students

	 
	Frequency
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Disagree
	2
	4.7
	4.7

	 
	Neutral
	14
	32.6
	37.2

	 
	Agree
	21
	48.8
	86.0

	 
	Strongly Agree
	6
	14.0
	100.0

	 
	Total
	43
	100.0
	 

	Missing
	Do not know
	8
	 
	 

	Total
	51
	 
	 


Students’ Understanding of College Decision Making Process
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements:


I have a good understanding of what the various committees do in the college system of decision making

	 
	Frequency
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Strongly Disagree
	5
	10.0
	10.0

	 
	Disagree
	16
	32.0
	42.0

	 
	Neutral
	14
	28.0
	70.0

	 
	Agree
	10
	20.0
	90.0

	 
	Strongly Agree
	5
	10.0
	100.0

	 
	Total
	50
	100.0
	

	Missing
	System
	1
	
	

	Total
	51
	
	


I understand how the college system of decision making works

	 
	Frequency
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	Strongly Disagree
	3
	6.0
	6.0

	 
	Disagree
	12
	24.0
	30.0

	 
	Neutral
	18
	36.0
	66.0

	 
	Agree
	11
	22.0
	88.0

	 
	Strongly Agree
	6
	12.0
	100.0

	 
	Total
	50
	100.0
	

	Missing
	System
	1
	
	

	Total
	51
	
	


Extent to Which SVC Has Informed Students About the Decision Making Process

If you, as a student, wanted to request a possible change in the college's smoking policy, what would be the appropriate way to begin this process?

	 
	Frequency
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	I am not sure how to begin this process
	22
	43.1
	43.1

	 
	I cannot request a change
	1
	2.0
	45.1

	 
	Submit policy/ procedure request to steering committee
	4
	7.8
	52.9

	 
	Submit request in writing to associated students
	19
	37.3
	90.2

	 
	Talk with director of student activities
	5
	9.8
	100.0

	 
	Total
	51
	100.0
	



If you and several other students wanted to start a chess club on campus, what would be the appropriate way to begin this process?

	 
	Frequency
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	I am not sure how to begin this process
	16
	31.4
	31.4

	 
	Submit policy/ procedure request to steering committee
	2
	3.9
	35.3

	 
	Submit request in writing to associated students
	18
	35.3
	70.6

	 
	Talk with director of student activities
	15
	29.4
	100.0

	 
	Total
	51
	100.0
	


Student’s Comments

Students’ were also invited to record any remarks they wished to make on the back side of the survey form.  Two students did so.  Their comments appear below: 
1. Part, if not all, of the success in retention and recruitment can be associated w/ the quality and care that

2. Student government works for student government benefit as far as I’m concerned.  I have not seen otherwise.  The student government should not be voting on who gets scholarships, this decision should be voted on by all students & teachers.
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